MOSQUES AND PLACES OF WORSHIP

 - Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I asked: Messenger of Allah, which mosque was set up first on the earth? He said: Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the Sacred Mosque). I (again) asked: Then which next? He said: It was the Aqsa Mosque (Jerusalem mosque). I (again) asked: How long the space of time (between their setting up)? He (the Holy Prophet) said: It was forty years. Whenever the time comes for the Prayer, pray wherever you are, for that is a mosque.


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Prophet (may peace be upon him) said: I have been conferred upon five (things) which were not granted to anyone before me (and these are): Every Messenger was sent particularly to his own people, whereas I have been sent to all people, red and black, the spoils of war have been made lawful for me, and these were never made lawful for anyone before me, and the earth has been made sacred and pure and mosque for me, so whenever the time of the Prayer comes for anyone of you he should pray wherever he is, and I have been supported by awe (by which the enemy is overwhelmed) from the distance (which one takes) one month to cover and I have been granted intercession.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: I have been given superiority over the other prophets in six respects: I have been given words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning; I have been helped by terror (in the hearts of enemies): spoils have been made lawful to me; the earth has been made for me clean and a place of worship; I have been sent to all mankind; and the line of prophets is closed with me.

 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to Medina and stayed in the upper part of Medina for fourteen nights with a tribe called the Banu 'Amr bin 'Auf. He then sent for the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar, and they came with swords around their necks. He (the narrator) said: I perceive as if I am seeing the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on his mount with Abu Bakr behind him and the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar around him till he alighted in the courtyard of Abu Aiyub. He (the narrator) said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed the Prayer when the time came for the Prayer, and he prayed in the fold of goats and sheep. He then ordered the mosque to be built and sent the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar, and they came (to him). He (the Holy Prophet) said to them: O Banu Al-Najjar, sell these lands of yours to me. They said: No, by Allah, we would not demand their price, but (reward) from the Lord. Anas said: There (in these lands) were trees and graves of the polytheists, and ruins. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) ordered that the trees should be cut, and the graves should be dug out, and the ruins should be leveled. The trees (were thus) placed in rows towards the Qiblah and the stones were set on both sides of the door, and (while building the mosque) they (the Companions) sang rajaz verses along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him): O Allah, there is no good but that of the Hereafter, so help the Ansar and the Muhajirin.

 - Al-Bara' bin 'Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I performed the Prayer with the Messenger (may peace be upon him) turning towards Bait Al-Maqdis for sixteen months till this verse of surah Al-Baqarah was revealed: And wherever you are turn your faces towards it This verse was revealed when the Messenger (may peace be upon him) had already performed the Prayer. A person among his people passed by the people of Ansar as they were engaged in the Prayer. He narrated to them (this command of Allah) and they turned their faces towards the Ka'bah.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: As the people were praying at Quba' a man came to them and said: It has been revealed to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) during the night and he has been directed to turn towards the Ka'bah. So turn towards it. Their faces were towards Syria and they turned round towards Ka'bah.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Umm Habibah and Umm Salamah made a mention before the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) of a church which they had seen in Abyssinia and which had pictures in it. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When a pious person among them (among the religious groups) dies they build a place of worship on his grave, and then decorate it with such pictures. They would be the worst of creatures on the Day of Judgment in the sight of Allah.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said during his illness from which he never recovered: Allah cursed the Jews and the Christians that they took the graves of their prophets as mosques. She ('A'ishah) reported: Had it not been so, his (Prophet's) grave would have been in an open place, but it could not be, due to the fear that it may not be taken as a mosque.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Let Allah destroy the Jews for they have taken the graves of their Messengers as places of worship.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: As the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was about to breathe his last, he drew his sheet upon his face and when he felt uneasy, he uncovered his face and said in this very state: Let there be curse upon the Jews and the Christians that they have taken the graves of their Messengers as places of worship. He in fact warned (his men) against what they (the Jews and the Christians) did.

 - 'Uthman bin 'Affan's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. It is reported: He said when he listened to the opinion of the people (which was not favorable) when he rebuilt the mosque of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). Thereupon he said: You have not been fair to me for I have heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) say: He who built a mosque for Allah, the Exalted, Allah would build for him a house in Paradise. Bukair said: I think he (the Holy, Prophet) said: While he seeks the pleasure of Allah (by building the mosque).

 - Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Mus'ab bin Sa'd said: I performed the Prayer by the side of my father. When I bowed, I intertwined my fingers and placed them between my knees. Thereupon my father said to me: Place your palms upon your knees. Then I did the same for the second time. He (my father) struck my hands and said: We were forbidden to do that; but we were commanded to place palms on knees.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to greet the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) while he was engaged in the Prayer and he would respond to our greeting. But when we returned from the land of the Negus we greeted him and he did not respond to us; so we said: Messenger of Allah, we used to greet you when you were engaged in the Prayer and you would respond to us. He replied: the Prayer demands whole attention.

 - Zaid bin Arqam, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to talk while engaged in the Prayer and a person talked with a companion on his side in the Prayer till (this verse) was revealed: And stand before Allah in devout obedience and were commanded to observe silence (in the Prayer) and were forbidden to speak.


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent me on an errand. I (having done the business assigned to me, came back and) joined him as he was going (on a mount). Qutaibah said that the Prophet performed the Prayer while he rode. I greeted him. He gestured to me. When he completed the Prayer, he called me and said: You greeted me just now while I was engaged in the Prayer. (Qutaibah said): His (Prophet's face) was towards the east, as he was praying.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: A highly wicked one among the Jinn escaped yesternight to interrupt my Prayer, but Allah gave me power over him, so I seized him and intended to tie him to one of the pillars of the mosque in order that you, all together or all, might look at him, but I remembered the supplication of my brother Sulaiman: My Lord, forgive me, give me such a kingdom as will not be possible for anyone after me Then Allah turned the Jinn in a state of disappointment.


 - Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform the Prayer while carrying Umamah, daughter of Zainab, daughter of Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him), whose father is Abu Al-'As bin Al-Rabi'. When he stood up, he took her up and when he prostrated he put her down.

 - Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Some people came to Sahl bin Sa'd and began to differ about the wood of which the (Prophet's) pulpit was made. He (Sahl bin Sa'd) said: By Allah, I know of which wood it is made and who made it, and the first day I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) seated himself on it. I said to him: O Abu 'Abbas, (nickname of Sahl bin Sa'd), narrate to us (all these facts). He said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent a person to a woman asking her to allow her slave, a carpenter, to work on woods (to prepare a pulpit) so that I should talk to the people (sitting on it). Abu Hazim said: He (Sahl bin Sa'd) pointed out the name of (that lady) that day. So he (the carpenter) made (a pulpit) with these three steps. Then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) commanded it to be placed here (where it is lying now). It was fashioned out of the wood of Al-Ghabah. And I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) standing upon it and glorifying Allah and the people also glorified Allah after him, while he was on the pulpit. He then raised (his head from prostration) and stepped back (on his heels) till he prostrated himself at the base of pulpit, and then returned (to the former place and this movement of one or two steps continued), till the Prayer was complete. He then turned towards the people and said: O people, I have done it so that you should follow me and learn (my mode of) the Prayer.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) forbade keeping one's hand on one's waist while praying.


 - Mu'aiqib, may Allah be pleased with him, quoted: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) mentioned the removal of pebbles from the ground where he prostrated himself. He (the Prophet) said: If you must do so, do it only once.


 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw spittle on the wall towards the Qiblah (Face Direction in the Prayer). He scratched it off and then turned to the people saying: When any one of you prays, he must not spit in front of him, for Allah is in front of him when he is engaged in the Prayer.

 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw sputum sticking to the Qiblah of the mosque. He scratched it off with a pebble and then forbade spitting on the right side or in front, but (it is permissible) to spit on the left side or under the left foot.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw spittle, or snout or sputum, sticking to the wall towards the Qiblah and scratched it off.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you is engaged in the Prayer, he is holding intimate conversation with his Lord, so none of you must spit in front of him, or towards his right side, but towards his left side under his foot.

 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Spitting in a mosque is a sin, and its expiation is that it should be buried.

 - Anas bin Malik's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Sa'id bin Yazid Al-Azdi reported: I asked Anas bin Malik: Did the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) pray while putting on the shoes? He said: Yes.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prayed in a garment which had designs over it, so he (the Holy Prophet) said: Take it to Abu Jahm and bring me a plain blanket from him, because its designs have distracted me.

 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When the supper is brought and the Night Prayer begins, one should first have food.

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When the supper is served to anyone of you and the Prayer also begins, (in such a case) first take supper, and do not make haste (for the Prayer) till you have (taken the food).

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said during the battle of Khaibar: He who eats of this plant, i.e. garlic, should not come to the mosques.

 - Anas's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Anas was asked about the garlic; he stated that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had said: He who eats of this plant (garlic) should neither approach us nor pray along with us.

Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace he upon him) disapproved eating onions and leek. When we were overpowered by a desire (to eat) we ate them. Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) said: He who eats of this offensive plant must not approach our mosque, for the angels are harmed by the same things as men.

 - 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I never turned towards the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) (for guidance) more often than this Kalalah (the deceased who left neither ascendants nor descendants), and he (the Holy Prophet) was not annoyed with me on any other (issue) than this. (And he was so perturbed) that he struck his fingers on my chest and asked: Does this verse, that is at the end of surah Al-Nisa', which was revealed in the hot season not suffice you? And if I live longer I would decide this (problem so clearly) that one who reads the Qur'an, or one who does not read it, would be able to take (correct) decisions (under its light). He ('Umar) further said: Allah! I call your witness on these governors of lands, that I sent them to (the peoples of these lands) so that they should administer justice among them, teach them their religion, and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him), and distribute among them the spoils of war and refer to me that which they find difficult to perform. O people, you eat these two plants and these are onions and garlic, and I find them nothing but repugnant for I saw that when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sensed the odor of these two from a person in a mosque, he was made to go to Al-Baqi'. So he who eats it should (make its odor) die by cooking it well.


 - 'Abdullah bin Buhainah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) led us two rak'ahs of the Prayer in one of the (obligatory) Prayers and then stood up and did not sit, and the people stood up along with him, When he finished the Prayer and we expected him to pronounce salutation, he said: "Allah is Most Great" while sitting and made two prostrations before salutation and then pronounced (the final) salutation.

 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed the Prayer; Ibrahim, one of the narrators, (added): He made some act of omission or commission when he pronounced salutation; it was asked: Messenger of Allah, is there something new about the Prayer? He (the Holy Prophet) replied: What is it? They said: You performed the Prayer in such and such away. He (the narrator) said: He (the Holy Prophet) turned his feet and faced the Qiblah and performed two prostration and then pronounced salutations, and then turned his face towards us and said: If there is anything new about the Prayer (new command from the Lord) I will inform you of that. But I am a human being and I forget as you forget, so when I forget, remind me, and when anyone of you is in doubt about his Prayer, he should aim at what is correct, and complete his Prayer in that respect and then make two prostrations.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) led us in either of the two post-midday Prayers, Zhuhr or 'Asr, and gave salutations after two rak'ahs and, going towards a piece of wood which was placed to the direction of the Qiblah in the mosque, leaned on it looking as if he were angry. Abu Bakr and 'Umar were among the people and they were too afraid to speak to him and the people came out in haste (saying): The Prayer has been shortened. But among them was a man called Dhul-Yadain who asked: Messenger of Allah, has the Prayer been shortened or have you forgotten? The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) looked to the right and left and asked: What was Dhul-Yadain saying? They said: He is right. You offered but two rak'ahs. Thereupon, he offered two (more) rak'ahs and gave salutation, then said takbir and prostrated and lifted (his head) and then said takbir and prostrated, then said takbir and lifted (his head).

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) while reciting the Qur'an recited a surah containing sajdah (a recital prostration), and he performed prostration and we also prostrated along with him (but we were so overcrowded) that some of us could not find a place for our foreheads (when prostrating ourselves).


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) recited (surah) Al-Najm and performed prostration during its recital and all those who were along with him also prostrated themselves except one old man who took a handful of pebbles or dust in his palm and lifted it to his forehead and said: This is sufficient for me.


 - Zaid bin Thabit's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. 'Ata' bin Yasar narrated: I had asked Zaid bin Thabit about recital along with the Imam, to which he said: There should be no recital along with the Imam in anything, and alleged that he recited: "By the star when it sets" (surah Al-Najm) before the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he did not prostrate himself.


 - Abu Hurairah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Salamah bin 'Abdul-Rahman, reported that Abu Hurairah recited before them: "When the heaven burst asunder" (Al-Qur'an, lxxxiv. 1) and performed prostration. After completing (the Prayer) he informed them that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) has prostrated himself at it (this verse).


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, said: We used to know that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had finished his Prayer when we heard the takbir (Allah-u-Akbar).


'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: There came to me two old women from the old Jews of Medina and said: The people of the grave are tormented in their graves. I contradicted them and I did not deem it proper to agree with them. They went away and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to me and I said to him: Messenger of Allah! there came to me two old women from the old Jews of Medina and asserted that the people of the grave would be tormented therein. He (the Prophet) said: They told you the truth; they would be tormented (so much) that the animals would listen to it. She ('A'ishah) said: Never did I see him (the Holy Prophet) afterwards but seeking refuge from the torment of the grave in his Prayer.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) seeking refuge from the trial of Al-Dajjal (Antichrist) in the Prayer.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you utters Tashahhud (in the Prayer) he must seek refuge with Allah from four (trials) and should thus say: O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the torment of Hell, from the torment of the grave, from the trial of life and death and from the evil of the trial of Messiah Al-Dajjal (Antichrist).


 - 'A'ishah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to supplicate in the Prayer thus: O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the torment of the grave, and I seek refuge with You from the trial of the Messiah Al-Dajjal (Antichrist), and I seek refuge with You from the trial of life and death. O Allah! I seek refuge with You from sin and debt. She ('A'ishah) reported: Someone asked to him (the Holy Prophet): Messenger of Allah! why is it that you so often seek refuge from debt? He said: When a (person) incurs debt, (he is obliged) to tell lies and break promise.


 - Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Warrad, the freed slave of Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah, said: Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah wrote to Mu'awiah: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) finished the Prayer and pronounced salutation he uttered (this supplication): There is no god but Allah. He is alone, Who has no partner. To Him belongs the sovereignty, to Him praise is due, and He is Potent over everything. O Allah! no one can withhold what You give, or give what You withhold, and the riches cannot avail a wealthy person with You.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The poor among the Emigrants came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: The possessors of great wealth have obtained the highest ranks and the lasting bliss. He (the Holy Prophet) asked: How is that? They said: They pray as we pray, and they observe Fast as we observe Fast, and they give Charity but we do not give Charity, and they set slaves free but we do not set slaves free. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked: Shall I teach you something by which you will catch up on those who have preceded you, and get ahead of those who come after you, only those who do as you do will be more excellent than you? They said: Yes, Messenger of Allah. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Extol Allah, declare His Greatness, and Praise Him thirty-three times immediately after every Prayer.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to observe silence for a short while between the takbir (at the time of opening the Prayer) and the recitation of the Qur'an. I asked him: Messenger of Allah, for whom I would give my father and mother in ransom, what do you recite during your period of silence between the takbir and the recitation? He said: I say (these words): "O Allah, remove my sins from me as You have removed the East from the West. O Allah! purify me from sins as a white garment is purified from filth. O Allah! wash away my sins with water, snow and hail."

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saying: When the Iqamah has been pronounced for the Prayer, do not go running to it, but go walking in tranquillity, and pray what you are in time for, and complete what you have missed.

Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: While we were performing our Prayer with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) he heard tumult. (At the end of the Prayer) he (the Holy Prophet) asked: What is the matter with you? They said: We hastened to the Prayer. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Do not do that; when you come for the Prayer, there should be tranquillity upon you. Pray (along with the Imam) what you can catch up and complete what preceded you.


Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When the Iqamah is pronounced, do not get up till you see me.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Iqamah was pronounced, and the people had formed themselves into rows. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came out and stood at his place, and then pointed out with his hand that we should stand at our places. He then went away, took a bath and water trickled from his head. He then led us in the Prayer.

Jabir bin Samurah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Bilal summoned to the Prayer as the sun declined but did not pronounce Iqamah till the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came out and he pronounced the Iqamah on seeing him.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who catches up a rak'ah of the Prayer, he in fact catches the Prayer.


Abu Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) say: Gabriel came down and acted as my Imam, then I prayed with him, then I prayed with him, then I prayed with him, then I prayed with him, then I prayed with him, reckoning with his fingers five times of the Prayer.


'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said the Afternoon Prayer as the sun shone in my apartment, and the afternoon shadow did not extend further.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When it is very hot, perform (the Noon Prayer) when the extreme heat passes away, for the intensity of heat is from the exhalation of Hell.


Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Mu'adhin (the announcer of the hour of the Prayer) of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) called for the Noon Prayer. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Let it cool down, let it cool down, or he said: Wait, wait, for the intensity of heat is from the exhalation of Hell. When the heat is intense, delay the Prayer till it becomes cooler.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: The Fire made a complaint before the Lord saying: "O Lord, some parts of mine have consumed the others." So it was allowed to take two exhalations, one exhalation in winter and the other exhalation in summer. That is why you find extreme heat (in summer) and extreme cold (in winter).


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to perform (the noon Prayer) with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in the intense heat, but when someone among us found it hard to place his forehead on the ground, he spread his cloth and prostrated on it.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to pray the Afternoon Prayer when the sun was high and bright, then one would go off to the far suburbs and get there (The far suburbs) while the sun was still high.

Anas bin Malik's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Umamah reported that he came to the house of Anas bin Malik in Basra after performing the Noon Prayer. His (Anas's) house was situated by the side of the mosque. As we visited him he (Anas) asked: Have you performed the Afternoon Prayer? We said: It is just a few minutes before that we finished the Noon Prayer. He said: Offer the Afternoon Prayer. So we stood up and performed our Prayer. And when we completed it, he said: I have heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saying: This is how the hypocrite prays: he sits watching the sun, and when it is between the horns of devil, he rises and strikes the ground four times (in haste) mentioning Allah a little during it.


 - Rafi' bin Khadij, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to perform the Afternoon Prayer with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him), and then the camel was slaughtered and ten parts of it were distributed, then it was cooked and then we ate this cooked meat before the sinking of the sun.

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who misses the Afternoon Prayer, it is as though he has been deprived of his family and his property.

 - 'Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When it was the day (of the Battle) of Al-Ahzab, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: May Allah fill their graves and houses with fire, as they detained us and diverted us from the middle Prayer, till the sun set.

 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: 'Umar bin Al-Khattab had been cursing the pagans of the Quraish on the day (of the Battle) of Al-Khandaq (Trench). (He came to the Holy Prophet) and said: Messenger of Allah, by Allah, I could not perform the Afternoon Prayer till the sun set. Upon this the Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: By Allah I, too, have not observed it. So we went to a valley. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed ablution and we too performed ablution, and then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed the Afternoon Prayer after the sun had set, and then performed the Sunset Prayer after it.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Angels take turns among you by night and by day, and they all assemble at the Dawn and Afternoon Prayers. Those (of the angels) who spend the night among you, then, ascend, and their Lord asks them, though He is the best informed about them: How did you leave My servants? they say: We left them while they were praying and we came to them while they were praying.

 - Jarir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him, is reported to have said: We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) when he looked at the full moon and observed: You will see your Lord as you are seeing this moon, and you will not be harmed by seeing Him. So if you can, do not let yourselves be overpowered in case of the Prayer observed before the rising of the sun and its setting, i.e. the Afternoon Prayer and the Morning Prayer. Jarir then recited it: Celebrate the praise of thy Lord before the rising of the sun and before its setting

 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who observed two Prayers at two cool (hours) would enter Paradise.

 - Salamah bin Al-Akwa', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform the Sunset Prayer when the sun had set and disappeared (behind the horizon).

 - Rafi' bin Khadij, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to observe the Sunset Prayer with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and then one of us would go away and he could see the (distant) place where his arrow would fall.


'A'ishah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) deferred one night the Night Prayer, which is called 'Atamah. And the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did not come out till 'Umar bin Al-Khattab told (him) that the women and children had gone to sleep. So the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came out towards them and said to the people of the mosque: None except you from the people of the earth waits for it (the Night Prayer at this late hour), and it was before Islam had spread.


 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: We waited one night in expectation of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) for the last Prayer of the night. He came out to us when one-third of the night had passed, even after that. We did not know whether he had been occupied with family business or something else. When he came out he said: You are waiting for the Prayer, for which the followers of no other religion wait, except you. Were it not a burden for my Ummah, I would have led them (in the night Prayer) at this hour. He then ordered the Mu'adhin (to call for the Prayer) and then stood up for the Prayer and observed the Prayer.

 - Anas's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Thabit reported: (The believers) asked Anas about the ring of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he said: One night the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) delayed (observing) the Night Prayer up to the midnight or until midnight was about to be over. He then came and said: (Other) people have offered the Prayers and slept, but you are constantly in the Prayer as long as you wait for the Prayer. Anas said: I perceive as if I am seeing the luster of his silver ring, and lifted his small left finger (in order to show how the Holy Prophet had lifted it).

 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I and my companions who had sailed along with me in the boat landed in the valley of Buthan while the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was staying in Medina. A party of people among them went to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) every night at the time of the Night Prayer turn by turn. Abu Musa said: (One night) we (I and my companions) went to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he was occupied in some matter till there was so much delay in the Prayer so that it was the middle of the night. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) then came out and led them (Musa's companions) in the Prayer. And when he had observed his Prayer he said to the audience present: Take it easy, I am going to give you information and glad tidings that it is the blessing of Allah upon you for there is none among the people, except you, who prays at this hour (of the night), or he said: None except you observed the Prayer at this (late) hour. He (i.e. the narrator) said: I am not sure which of these two sentences he actually uttered. Abu Musa said: We came back happy for what we heard from the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him).

 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) one night delayed the Night Prayer until some people went to sleep. They woke up and again went to sleep and again woke up. Then 'Umar bin Al-Khattab stood up and said (loudly): Prayer. 'Ata' further reported that Ibn 'Abbas said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came out, and as if I am still seeing him with water trickling from his head, and with his hand placed on one side of the head, and he said: Were it not hard for my Ummah, I would have ordered them to observe this Prayer like this (i.e. at such a late hours). I inquired from 'Ata' how the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) placed his hand upon his head as Ibn 'Abbas had informed. So 'Ata' spread his fingers a little and then placed the ends of his fingers on the side of his head. He then moved them like this over his head till the thumb touched that part of the ear which is near the face and then it (went) to the earlock and the part of the beard. It (the hand) neither held nor caught anything except in that way.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The believing women used to pray the Morning Prayer with the Messenger of Allah and then return wrapped in their mantles. No one could recognize them.

 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Muhammad bin 'Amr bin Al-Hasan bin 'Ali said: When Al-Hajjaj came to Medina we asked Jabir bin 'Abdullah (about the exact times of performing the Prayer). He said that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform the Noon Prayer in the midday heat; the Afternoon Prayer when the sun was bright; the Sunset Prayer when the sun had completely set; and as for the Night Prayer, he sometimes delayed and sometimes (observed it) at earlier hours. When he found them (his Companions) assembled (at earlier hours) he (prayed) early, and when he saw them coming late, he delayed the (Prayer). As for the Morning Prayer, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed in the darkness before dawn.

 - Abu Barzah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Saiyar bin Salamah reported: My father asked Abu Barzah about the Prayer of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), so he (Abu Barzah) said: He (the Holy Prophet) did not mind delaying some (Prayer), i.e. Night Prayer, even up to the midnight and did not like sleeping before observing it, nor talking after it. Shu'bah said: I met him subsequently and asked him (about the Prayers of the Holy Prophet) and he said: He observed the Noon Prayer when the sun was past the meridian, he would pray the Afternoon Prayer, after which a person would go to the outskirts of Medina and the sun was still bright; (I forgot what he said about the Sunset Prayer); I then met him on a subsequent occasion and asked him (about the Prayers of the Holy Prophet) and he said: He would observe the Morning Prayer (at such a time) so that a man would go back and would recognize his neighbor by casting a glance at his face, and he would recite from sixty to one hundred verses in it.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The Prayer performed in congregation is twenty-five degrees more excellent than the Prayer performed by a single person.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The Prayer performed in congregation is twenty-seven degrees more excellent than the Prayer performed by a single person.

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) missed some people in certain Prayers and said: I intend that I order a person to lead people in the Prayer, and then go to the persons who do not join the (congregational Prayer) and then order their houses to be burnt by the bundles of fuel. If one among them were to know that he would find a fat fleshy bone he would attend the Night Prayer.

 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: My grandmother, Mulaikah, invited the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) to a dinner which she had prepared. He (the Holy Prophet) ate out of that and then said: Stand up so that I should observe the Prayer (in order to bless) you. Anas bin Malik said: I stood up on a mat (belonging to us) which had turned dark on account of its long use. I sprinkled water over it (in order to soften it), and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) stood upon it, and I and an orphan formed a row behind him (the Holy Prophet) and the old woman was behind us, and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) led us in two rak'ahs of Prayer and then went back.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was the best among people in character. On occasions, the time of the Prayer would come while he was in our house. He would order the mat lying under him, which was made of palm leaves, be cleaned and sprinkled with water. Then he would commence the Prayer with us standing behind him. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) then led the Prayer and we stood behind him.


 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to us and there was none in our house but I, my mother and my aunt Umm Haram. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Stand up so that I may lead you in the Prayer (and it was not a time of a prescribed Prayer). He led us in the Prayer. A person asked Thabit: Where did Anas stood with him (the Holy Prophet)? He replied: He was on the right side. He then blessed us, the members of the household, with every good of this world and of the Hereafter. My mother said: Messenger of Allah (and then, pointing towards me, said): Here is your little servant invoke the blessing of Allah upon him too. He then blessed me with every good, and concluded his blessings for me (with these words): Allah! increase his wealth and children and make (them the source of) blessing for him.


 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The most eminent among human beings (as a recipient of) reward (is one) who has to walk a long distance to perform the Prayer (as he lives far away from the mosque), then the one who has to walk a longer distance, ect. Also the one who waits for the Prayer to observe it along with the Imam, will receive a greater reward than one who prays (alone) and then goes to sleep.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) say: Just see, can anything of his filthiness remain on (the body of) anyone of you if there were a river at his door in which he would wash himself five times daily? They said: Nothing of his filthiness will remain (on his body). He said: That is like the five Prayers by which Allah obliterates sins.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who went towards the mosque in the morning or evening, Allah would arrange a feast for him morning or evening in Paradise.


 - Malik bin Al-Huwairith, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and we were all young men of nearly equal ages. We stayed with him (the Holy Prophet) for twenty nights, and as the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was extremely kind and tender-hearted, he, therefore, thought that we were eager (to see) our family (we felt home-sickness). So he asked us about the members of the family that we had left behind and when we informed him, he said: Go back to your family, stay with them, and teach them (beliefs and practices of Islam) and exhort them to good, and when the time for the Prayer comes, one among you should announce Adhan, and then the oldest among you should lead the Prayer.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) completed the recitation in the Dawn Prayer, he pronounced Allah-u-Akbar (for bending) and then lifted his head (saying): Allah listened to him who praised Him; our Lord! to You is all praise; he would then stand up and say: Rescue Al-Walid bin Al-Walid, Salamah bin Hisham, and 'Aiyash bin Abi Rabi'ah, and the helpless among Muslims. O Allah! trample the Mudar severely and cause them a famine (which broke out at the time) of Joseph. O Allah! curse the Lihyan, the Ri'l, the Dhakwan, the 'Usaiyah, for they disobeyed Allah and His Messenger. (The narrator then added): Then news reached us that he abandoned (this) when this verse was revealed: You have no concern in the matter whether He turns to them (mercifully) or chastises them; surely they are wrongdoers


 - Abu Hurairah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Salamah bin 'Abdul-Rahman reported that he heard Abu Hurairah as saying: I would perform the Prayer with you, just like the Prayer performed by the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). And Abu Hurairah recited Qunut, in the Noon and in the Night and in the Morning Prayers, and invoked blessing (of Allah) upon Muslims and curse upon the unbelievers.


Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) invoked curse in the morning (Prayer) for thirty days upon those who killed the Companions (of the Holy Prophet) at Bi'r Ma'unah. He cursed (the tribes of) the Ri'l, the the Dhakwan, the Lihyan and the 'Usaiyah who had disobeyed Allah and His Messenger.


 - Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) addressed us saying: You would travel in the evening and the night till (God willing) you would come in the morning to a place of water. So the people traveled (self-absorbed) without paying any heed to one another. Abu Qatadah said: And the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) also traveled till it was midnight. I was by his side. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) began to doze and leaned (to one side) of his camel. I came to him and I lent him support without awaking him till he sat poised on his mount. He went on traveling till a major part of the night was over and (he again) leaned (to one side) of his camel. I supported him without awaking him till he sat poised on his mount, and then traveled till it was near dawn. He (again) leaned which was far more inclined than the two earlier leanings and he was about to fall down. So I came to him and supported him and he lifted his head and asked: Who is this? I said: It is Abu Qatadah. He (the Holy Prophet again) asked: How long have you been traveling along with me like this? I said: I have been traveling in this very state since the night. He said: May Allah protect you, as you have protected His Messenger (from falling down), and again asked: Do you see that we are hidden from the people? and again asked: Do you see anyone? I said: Here is a rider. I again said: Here is another rider till we gathered together and we were seven riders. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) stepped aside of the highway and placed his head (for sleep and said): Guard for us our Prayers. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was the first to wake up while the sun rays were falling on his back. We got up startled. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Ride on. So we rode on till the sun had (sufficiently) risen. He then came down from his camel and called for a jug of water which I had with me. There was little water in it. He performed ablution with that which was less thorough as compared with his usual ablutions and some water of that had been left. He (the Holy Prophet) said to Abu Qatadah: Keep a watch over your jug of water; it would have (a miraculous) condition. Then Bilal summoned (people) to the Prayer and then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed two rak'ahs and then performed the Morning Prayer as he does every day. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) (then) rode on and we rode along with him and some of us whispered to the others saying: How would there be compensation for negligence in our Prayers? Upon this he (the Messenger of Allah) asked: Is there not in me (my life) a good example for you? There is no negligence in sleeping, the (cognizable) negligence is that one should not perform the Prayer (intentionally) till the time of the next Prayer comes. So he who did like it (neglected the Prayer in sleep or due to other unavoidable circumstances) should perform the Prayer when he becomes aware of it and on the next day he should observe it at its prescribed time. He (the Holy Prophet) asked: What do you think the people would have done (at this hour)? They would have in the morning found their Messenger missing from among them and then Abu Bakr and 'Umar would have told them that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) must be behind you, he cannot leave you behind (him), but the people said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) is ahead of you. So if you had obeyed Abu Bakr and 'Umar, you would have gone on the right path. So we proceeded on till we came up to the people (from whom we had lagged behind) and the day had considerably risen and everything became hot, and they (the Companions of the Holy Prophet) said: Messenger of Allah, we are dying of thirst. Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) remarked: There is no destruction for you. And again said: Bring that small cup of mine and he then asked for the jug of water to be brought to him. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) began to pour water (in that small cup) and Abu Qatadah gave them to drink. And when the people saw that there was (a little) water in the jug, they fell upon it. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Behave well; the water (is enough) to satiate all of you. Then they (the Companions) began to receive (their share of) water with calmness (without showing anxiety) and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) began to fill (the cup), and I began to serve them till no one was left except me and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). He then filled (the cup) with water and said to me: Drink it. I said: Messenger of Allah, I would not drink till you do. Upon this he said: The server of the people is the last among them to drink. So I drank and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) also drank and the people came to the place of water quite happy and satiated. 'Abdullah bin Rabah said: I am going to narrate this hadith in the great mosque when 'Imran bin Husain said: O young man, pay heed to what you narrate for I was also one of the riders on that night. I said: So you must be knowing this hadith well. He asked: Who are you? I said: I am one of the Ansar. Upon this he said: You narrate, for you know your hadith better. I, therefore, narrated it to the people. 'Imran said: I was also present that night, but I know not anyone else who learnt it so well as you have learnt.

 - 'Imran bin Husain, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I was with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in a journey. We traveled along the whole night, and when it was about to dawn, we got down for rest, and were overpowered (by sleep) till the sun shone. Abu Bakr was the first to awake among us, and we did not awake the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) from his sleep allowing him to wake up (of his own accord). It was 'Umar who then woke up. He stood by the side of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and recited takbir in a loud voice till the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) woke up. When he lifted his head, he saw that the sun had arisen; he then said: Proceed on. He traveled along with us till the sun shone brightly. He came down (from his camel) and led us in the Morning Prayer. A person, however, remained away from the people and did not perform the Prayer along with us. After having completed the Prayer, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked him: O so and so, what prevented you from observing the Prayer with us? He said: Messenger of Allah! I have seen a wet dream. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) ordered him to perform Tayammum with dust and perform the Prayer. He then urged me to go ahead immediately along with other riders to find out water, for we felt very thirsty. We were traveling when we came across a woman who was sitting (on a camel) with her legs hanging over two leather water skins. We asked her: How far is water available? She said: Far, very far, very far. You cannot get water. We (again) asked: How far is the distance between (the residence of) your family and water? She said: It is about walking for a day and night. We said to her: You go to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). She asked: Who is the Messenger of Allah? We somehow or the other managed to bring her to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he asked her (about water), and she informed him as she had informed us and added that she was a widow having orphan children. He ordered that her camel should be made to kneel down and he gargled in the opening (of her leather water skin). The camel was then raised up and we forty thirsty men drank water till we were completely satiated, and we filled up all leather water skins that we had with us and we washed our companion (who had wet dream), but we did not make any camel drink, and (the leather water skins) were about to burst (on account of excess of water). He then said: Bring whatever you have with you. So we collected the bits (of eatable things) and dates and packed them up in a bundle, and said to her: Take it away. This is meant for your children, and know that we have not in any way done any loss to your water. When she came to her family she said: I have met the greatest magician among human beings, or he is a Messenger, as he claims to be, and she then narrated what had happened and Allah guided aright those people through that woman. She affirmed her faith in Islam and so did the people, i.e., embraced Islam.

 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who forgets to perform a Prayer (during its prescribed time), its expiation is only that he should observe it when he remembers it.

