FASTING
 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When there comes the month of Ramadan, the gates of mercy are opened, and the gates of Hell are locked and the devils are chained.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said in connection with Ramadan: Do not fast till you see the new moon, and do not break Fast till you see it; but if the weather is cloudy, calculate about it.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Observe Fast on sighting the new moon and break it on sighting it. But if (due to cloud) the actual position of the month is concealed from you, you should then count thirty days.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Do not observe Fast for a day or two days ahead of Ramadan except a person who is in the habit of observing a particular Fast; he may fast on that day.


 - Umm Salamah, Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) took an oath that he would not go to some of his wives for the whole month. When twenty-nine days had passed he (the Holy Prophet) went to them in the morning or in the evening. Upon this it was said to him: Messenger of Allah, you took an oath that you would not come to us for a month, whereupon he said: The month may also consist of twenty-nine days.

 - Abu Bakrah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had said: The two months of 'Id, Ramadan and Dhul-Hijjah, are never incomplete.


 - 'Adi bin Hatim, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When (this verse) was revealed: Until the white streak of the dawn becomes distinct from the dark streak 'Adi bin Hatim said: Messenger of Allah, verily I keep underneath my pillow two strings, one white and the other black, by which I distinguish night from dawn. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Your pillow seems to be very large. For the word string (khait) implies the blackness of the night and the whiteness of the dawn.


 - Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: When this verse was revealed: Eat and drink till the white streak is distinct from the dark streak a person would take hold of a white thread and a black thread and keep on eating till he could find them distinct (in the light of the dawn). It was then that Allah, the Majestic and Great, revealed (the words): From the dawn and then it became clear "that the word (khait) refers to the streak of light in the dawn."


 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) as saying: Bilal announces Adhan during the night, so you eat and drink, till you hear the Adhan of Ibn Umm Maktum.

 - Ibn Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The Adhan of Bilal or he said the call of Bilal should not restrain anyone among you from eating Suhur (last meal before daybreak during the month of Ramadan) for he announces Adhan (or he calls) at (the fag end of) the night to make him turn who stands for the Prayer among you, and to awaken those who are sleeping among you. And he said: The dawn is not like it, as one says (and he lifted his hand) till he (dispersed his fingers) and said: It is like this.

 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Take Suhur (night tiffin); for in Suhur there is a blessing.


 - Zaid bin Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: We took meal shortly before dawn along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). We then stood up for the Prayer. I (Anas) asked: How much span of time was there between the two (acts, i.e. taking of Suhur and observing of the Prayer)? He said: (a span of reciting) fifty verses.


Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The people will continue to prosper as long as they hasten the breaking of the Fast.


 - 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When the night approaches and the day retreats and the sun sinks down, then the observer of the Fast should break it.

 - 'Abdullah bin Abi Aufa, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: We were with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on a journey during the month of Ramadan. When the sun had sunk he said: So and so, get down (from your mount) and prepare the meal of parched barley for us. He said: Messenger of Allah, still (there is light of) day. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Get down and prepare meal of parched barley for us. So he got down and prepared the meal of parched barley and offered him, and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) drank that (liquid meal). He then told with the gesture of his hand that when the sun sank from that side and the night appeared from that side, then the observer of the Fast should break it.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them, said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) forbade uninterrupted Fasting. They (some of the Companions) said: You yourself fast uninterruptedly, whereupon he said: I am not like you. I am fed and supplied drink (by Allah).


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) forbade (his Companions) from observing Fast uninterruptedly. One of the Muslims said: Messenger of Allah, you yourself observe Saum Wisal, whereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked: Who among you is like me? I spend night (in a state) that my Lord feeds me and provides me with drink. When they (the Companions of the Holy Prophet) did not agree on abandoning the uninterrupted Fast, then the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) also observed this Fast with them for a day, and then for a day. They then saw the new moon and he (the Holy Prophet) said: If the appearance of the new moon were delayed, I would have observed more (Fast) with you (and he did it) by way of warning to them as they had not agreed to refrain (from observing Saum Wisal).


 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was observing the Prayer during Ramadan. I came and stood by him. Then another man came and he stood likewise till we became a group. When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) perceived that we were behind him, he lightened the Prayer. He then went to his abode and observed such (a long) Prayer (the like of which) he never observed with us. When it was morning we asked him: Did you perceive us during the night? Upon this he said: Yes, it was this (realization) that induced me to do that which I did. He (the narrator) said the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) began to observe uninterrupted Fast at the end of the month (of Ramadan), and some persons among hid Companions began to observe this uninterrupted Fast, whereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked: What about such persons who observe uninterrupted Fast? You are not like me. By Allah, if the month were lengthened for me, I would have observed Saum Wisal, so that those who act with an exaggeration would (have been obliged) to abandon their exaggeration.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, narrated: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) kissed one of his wives while he was fasting, and then she ('A'ishah) smiled (as she was narrating).


 - 'Umar bin Abi Salamah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I asked the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him): Should one observing Fast kiss (his wife)? The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said to him: Ask her (Umm Salamah). She informed him that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did that, whereupon he said: Messenger of Allah, Allah pardoned you all your sins, the previous and the later ones. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: By Allah, I am the most God-fearing among you and I fear Him most among you.

 - 'A'ishah and Umm Salamah may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Holy Prophet woke up in the morning in a state of major impurity which was not due to the wet dream and then observed Fast.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: A person came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: Messenger of Allah, I am undone. He (the Holy Prophet) asked: What has brought about your ruin? He said: I have had intercourse with my wife during the month of Ramadan. Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) asked: Can you set a slave free? He said: No. He (the Holy Prophet again) asked: Can you observe Fast for two consecutive months? He said: No. He (the Holy Prophet) asked: Can you provide food to sixty poor people? He said: No. He then sat down and (in the meanwhile) there was brought to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) a basket which contained dates. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Give these (dates) in Charity. He (the man) asked: Am I to give to one who is poorer than I? There is no family poorer than mine between the two lava plains of Medina. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) laughed so that his molar teeth became visible and said: Go and give it to your family to eat.


'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: A person came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: I am burnt, whereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked: How is it? He (the person) said: I had intercourse with my wife during the day in Ramadan. Upon this (the Holy Prophet) said: Give Charity, give Charity. He (the person) said: There is nothing with me. He commanded him to sit down. (In the meanwhile) there were brought to him (to the Holy Prophet) two baskets containing eatables, whereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) told him to give them as Charity.


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) went out during the month of Ramadan in the year of Victory (when Mecca was conquered) and was fasting till he reached Al-Kadid (a canal situated at a distance of forty-two miles away from Mecca) and he then broke the Fast. And it was the habit of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) to follow him in every new thing (or act). So they followed him also (in this matter).


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with both of them, reported: In the course of a journey, Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) saw a man whom the people were crowding around and providing a shade. Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) asked: What is the matter with him? They said: He is a person observing Fast. Whereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: It is no righteousness that you fast on journey.


 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: He (Anas) was asked about Fasting in Ramadan in a journey, so he said: We used to set out on a journey during Ramadan along with the Prophet (may peace be upon him). He blamed neither those who observed Fasting nor those who did not.


 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We were with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on journey, some of them had observed the Fast whereas the others had broken it. Then he said: We got down at a place on a hot day. Most of us had the cloth for shelter. There were also those among us who sheltered (themselves) against the rays of the sun with the help of their hands. Those who did not fast girded up their loins and worked, but those who observed Fast were too weak to work. Upon this he (the Messenger of Allah) said: Today those who did not fast have gone with the reward.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Hamzah bin 'Amr Al-Aslami asked the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) about Fasting on a journey, and he (the Holy Prophet) said: Fast if you like and break it if you like.


 - Abu Al-Darda', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We set out during the month of Ramadan with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in such an intense heat that one of us would place his hand over his head (in order to protect himself) against the excessive heat, and none among us was observing the Fast, except the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and 'Abdullah bin Rawahah.


 - Umm Al-Fadl bint Al-Harith, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Some people argued about the Fasting of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on the day of 'Arafah. Some of them said that he had been fasting, whereas the others said that he had not been fasting. I sent a cup of milk to him while he was riding his camel at 'Arafah, and he drank it.


 - Umm Al-Fadl, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Some people among the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) were in doubt about Fasting on the day of 'Arafah and we were with him on that day. I (Umm Al-Fadl) sent him a cup of milk and he was halting at 'Arafah, and he drank it.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: the Quraish used to fast on the Day of 'Ashura' in the pre-Islamic days and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) also observed it. When he migrated to Medina, he himself observed this Fast (of 'Ashura') and commanded (others) to observe it. But when fasting during the month of Ramadan was made obligatory he said: He who wishes to observe this Fast may do so, and he who wishes to abandon it may do so.


'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: People of pre-Islamic days used to observe Fast on the Day of 'Ashura' and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed it and the Muslims too (observed it) before Fasting in Ramadan became obligatory. But when it became obligatory, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: 'Ashura' is one of the days of Allah, so he who wished should observe Fast and he who wished otherwise should abandon it.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. 'Abdul-Rahman bin Yazid reported: Al-Ash'ath bin Qais went to 'Abdullah while he was eating. He said: Abu Muhammad, approach our dinner. Thereupon, he asked: Is it not the Day of 'Ashura' (and you are eating)?! He asked: Do you know what 'Ashura' is? He replied: What is it? Upon this he said: Fast was observed on (this day) before the (Fasting) in Ramadan was made obligatory, but when it was made obligatory, (Fasting on the day of 'Ashura') was abandoned.


 - Mu'awiah bin Abi Sufyan's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Humaid bin 'Abdul-Rahman reported: I heard Mu'awiah bin Abi Sufyan delivering a sermon in Medina, i. e. when he came there (for Hajj). He delivered a sermon on the Day of 'Ashura' and asked: People of Medina, where are your scholars? I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) say on this very day: It is the day of 'Ashura'. Allah has not made Fasting on this day obligatory for you but I am fasting. He who likes to observe Fast among you should do so, and he who likes not to observe it may not observe it.


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) arrived in Medina and found the Jews observing Fast on the Day of 'Ashura'. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked them: What is the (significance) of this day that you observe Fast on it? They said: It is the day of great (significance) when Allah delivered Moses and the Children of Israel and drowned the Pharaoh and his people, and Moses and his people, observed Fast out of gratitude and we also observe it. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: We have more right, and we have a closer connection with Moses than you have; so Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) observed Fast (on the day of 'Ashura'), and gave orders that it should be observed.


 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The day of 'Ashura' was one which the Jews respected and they treated it as 'Id. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: You should also observe Fast on this day.


 - Ibn 'Abbas's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Ibn 'Abbas was asked about observing Fast on the Day of 'Ashura', whereupon he said: I do not know Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) singling out any day with Fast and considering it more excellent (than another) except this day (the Day of 'Ashura') and this month, meaning the month of Ramadan.


 - Salamah bin Al-Akwa', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent a person of the tribe of the Aslam on the Day of 'Ashura' and commanded him to declare to the people: He who got up in the morning observing Fasting (without eating anything), should complete his Fast, and he who had had his breakfast in the morning, should complete the rest of the day (without food).


 - Al-Rubaiyi' bint Mu'awwidh bin 'Afra', may Allah be pleased with her, narrated: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent (a person) on the morning of 'Ashura' to the villages of Ansar around Medina (with this message): He who got up in the morning fasting (without eating anything), should complete his Fast, and he who had had his breakfast in the morning, should complete the rest of the day (without food). The Companions said: We henceforth observed Fast on it (on the Day of 'Ashura') and, God willing, made our children observe that. We went to the mosque and made toys out of wool for them and when anyone felt hungry and wept for food we gave them these toys till it was the time to break the Fast.


 - 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, addressed the people and said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) has forbidden the observing of Fast on these two days: one is the day of Fitr (at the end of your Fast), and the second one, the day when you eat (the meat) of your sacrifices.


 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) as saying: Observing Fast on two occasions; the Day of Fitr and the Day of Sacrifice ('Id Al-Adha), is not lawful.


Ibn 'Umar's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. It is reported: A person came to Ibn 'Umar (Allah be pleased with them) and said: I had taken a vow that I would fast on a day (but it accidentally) synchronized with the day of Al-Adha or the day of Fitr. Thereupon Ibn 'Umar (Allah be pleased with them) said: Allah, the Exalted, has commanded fulfilling of the vow, but the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) has forbidden the observance of Fast on this day.


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Muhammad bin 'Abbad reported: I asked Jabir bin 'Abdullah (Allah be pleased with both of them) as he was circumambulating the House (Ka'bah) whether the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had forbidden observing Fast on Friday whereupon he said: Yes, by the Lord of this House.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: None among you should observe Fast on Friday but only that he observes Fast before it or after it.


 - Salamah bin Al-Akwa', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When this verse was revealed: And as for those who can fast (but do not) expiation is the feeding of a needy person, he who felt reluctant to observe it ate and expiated till the verse following it was revealed and abrogated it.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: If I had to break Fast (of Ramadan due to natural reasons, i.e. menses) during the life of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) I could not find it possible to fast in compensation due to my preoccupation with the affairs of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) till Sha'ban commenced.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If anyone dies in a state (that he had to complete) some Fasts, his heir must fast on his behalf.


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them, reported: A woman came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: My mother has died, and Fast of a month are due from her. Thereupon he asked: Do you not see that if debt was due from her, would you not pay it? She said: Yes (I would pay on her behalf). Thereupon he said: The debt of Allah deserves its payment more than (the payment of anyone else).

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When anyone of you gets up in the morning in a state of Fasting, he should neither use obscene language nor do any act of ignorance. And if anyone slanders him or quarrels with him, he should say: "I am fasting, I am fasting."


 - Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: In Paradise there is a gate which is called Al-Raiyan through which only the observers of Fast would enter on the Day of Resurrection. None else would enter along with them. It would be proclaimed: Where are the observers of Fast that they should be admitted into it? And when the last of them would enter, it would be closed and no one would enter it.


 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Every servant of Allah who observes Fast for a day in the way of Allah, Allah would remove, because of this day, his face farther from the Fire (of Hell) to the extent of seventy years' distance.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If anyone forgets that he is fasting and eats or drinks, he should complete his Fast, for it is only Allah Who has fed him and given him drink.


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did not fast throughout any month except during Ramadan. And when he observed Fast (he fasted so continually) that one would say that he would not break (them) and when he abandoned, he abandoned (so continually) that one would say: By Allah, perhaps he would never fast.


 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to observe Fast till it was said that he had observed Fast, he had observed Fast (perhaps never to break it), and he did not fast till it was said that he had given up Fast, he had given up Fast (perhaps never to observe it).


 - 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'As, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was informed that I decided to stand up for (the Prayer) throughout the night and observe Fast every day so long as I lived. Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked: Is it you who said this? I said to him: Messenger of Allah, it is I who said that. Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: You are not capable enough to do so. Observe Fast and break it; sleep and stand for the Prayer, and observe Fast for three days during the month; for every good deed is multiplied ten times and this is like fasting forever. I said: Messenger of Allah, I am capable of doing more than this. Thereupon he said: Fast one day and do not fast for the next two days. I said: Messenger of Allah, I have the strength to do more than that. The Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) said: Fast one day and break on the other day. That is known as the Fasting of David (peace be upon him) and that is the best Fasting. I said: I am capable of doing more than this. Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: There is nothing better than this. 'Abdullah bin 'Amr (Allah be pleased with them) said: Had I accepted the three days (Fasting during every month) as the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had said, it would have been more dear to me than my family and property.


 - 'Imran bin Husain, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) asked him (or he asked another person and he was listening to it): O so and so, did you observe Fast in the last days of Sha'ban? He said: No. Thereupon he (the Messenger of Allah) said: When you break this Fast (of Ramadan), then observe Fast for two days.


- Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Some persons among the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) were shown Lailat Al-Qadr while sleeping in the last week (of Ramadan). Thereupon Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: I see that your dreams agree regarding the last week; so he who wants to seek it should seek it in the last week (during the night).


- Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) spent in devotion (in I'tikaf) the middle ten nights of the month of Ramadan, and when twenty nights were over and it was the twenty-first night, he went back to his residence and those who were along with him also returned (to their respective residences). He spent one month in devotion. Then he addressed the people on the night he came back (to his residence) and commanded them as Allah desired (him to command) and then said: I used to devote myself (observe I'tikaf) during these ten (nights). Then I started devoting myself in the last ten (nights). And he who desires to observe I'tikaf along with me should spend (the night) at his place of I'tikaf. And I saw this night (Lailat Al-Qadr) but I was made to forget it (the exact night); so seek it in the last ten nights on odd numbers. I saw (the glimpses of that dream) that I was prostrating in water and mud. Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri said: It rained on the twenty-first night and the water dripped (from the roof) of the mosque at the place where the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed the Prayer. I looked at him and as he completed the Dawn Prayer, (I found) his face was wet with mud and water.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Look for Lailat Al-Qadr in the last ten nights of Ramadan.

Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to observe I'tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Upon the advent of the last ten nights of Ramadan Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to keep awake at night (for the Prayer and devotion), awake his family, and prepare himself to observe the Prayer (with more vigor).


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to exert himself in devotion during the last ten nights to a greater extent than at any other time.

