DIVORCE
834 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I divorced my wife while she was menstruating during the lifetime of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). 'Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) asked Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) about it, whereupon Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Command him ('Abdullah bin 'Umar) to take her back (and keep her) and pronounce divorce when she is purified and she again enters the period of menstruation and she is again purified (after passing the period of menses), and then if he so desires he may keep her and if he desires divorce her (finally) before touching her (without having an intercourse with her), for that is the period of waiting ('Iddah) which Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, has commanded for the divorce of women.


835 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Regarding declaring one's wife unlawful, it is treated like an oath which must be atoned, and Ibn 'Abbas said: Verily, there is in the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) a model pattern for you


836 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, narrated: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to spend time with Zainab bint Jahsh and drank honey at her house. She ('A'ishah) further said: I and Hafsah agreed that one whom Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) would visit first should say: I notice that you have an odor of the Maghafir (gum of mimosa). He (the Holy Prophet) visited one of them and she said to him like this, whereupon he said: I have taken honey in the house of Zainab bint Jahsh and I will never do it again. It was at this (that the following verse was revealed): Why do you hold to be forbidden what Allah has made lawful for you...... (up to) If you both ('A'ishah and Hafsah) turn to Allah up to: And when the Holy Prophet confided an information to one of his wives. This refers to his saying: But I have taken honey.


837 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was commanded to give option to his wives, he started it from me saying: I am going to mention to you a matter which you should not (decide) in haste until you have consulted your parents. She said that he already knew that my parents would never allow me to seek separation from him. She said: Then he said: Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, said: O ye, Prophet, say to thy wives: If you desire this world's life and its adornment, then come, I will give you a provision and allow you to depart a goodly departing; and if you desire Allah and His Messenger and the abode of the Hereafter, then Allah has prepared for the doers of good among you a great reward She is reported to have said: About what should I consult my parents, for I desire Allah and His Messenger and the abode of the Hereafter? She ('A'ishah) said: Then all the wives of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) did as I had done.


838 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) sought our permission when he had a (turn to spend) a day with (one of his wives) among us (whereas he wanted to visit his other wives too). It was after this verse was revealed: Thou mayest defer whom thou pleasest of them, and take for thee whom thou pleasest Mu'adhah asked her: What did you say to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) when he sought your permission? She said: I used to say: If I had the option in this I would not have (allowed anyone) to have precedence over me.

839 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) gave us the option (to get divorce) but we did not deem it as divorce.

840 - 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) kept himself away from his wives, I entered the mosque, and found people striking the ground with pebbles and saying: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) has divorced his wives, and that was before they were commanded to observe seclusion. 'Umar said to himself: I must find this (actual position) today. So I went to 'A'ishah (Allah be pleased with her) and said (to her): Daughter of Abu Bakr, have you gone to the extent of giving trouble to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him)? Thereupon she said: Ibn Al-Khattab, you have nothing to do with me, and I have nothing to do with you. You should look to your own receptacle (ask your own daughter). He ('Umar) said: I visited Hafsah bint 'Umar, and said to her: Hafsah, the (news) has reached me that you cause Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) trouble. You know that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) does not love you, and had I not been (your father) he would have divorced you. (On hearing this) she wept bitterly. I said to her: Where is Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him)? She said: He is in the attic room. I went in and found Rabah, the servant of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), sitting on the thresholds of the window dangling his feet on the hollow wood of the date-palm with the help of which Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) climbed (to the apartment) and came down. I cried: O Rabah, seek permission for me from Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). Rabah cast a glance at the apartment and then looked toward me but said nothing. I again said: Rabah, seek permission for me from Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). Rabah looked towards the apartment and then cast a glance at me, but said nothing. I then raised my voice and said: O Rabah, seek permission for me from Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). I think that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) is under the impression that I have come for the sake of Hafsah. By Allah, if Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) would command me to strike her neck, I would certainly strike her neck. I raised my voice and he pointed me to climb up (and get into his apartment). I visited Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), and he was lying on a mat. I sat down and he drew up his lower garment over him and he had nothing (else) over him, and that the mat had left its marks on his sides. I looked with my eyes in the storeroom of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). I found only a handful of barley equal to one sa' and an equal quantity of the leaves of Mimosa Flava placed in the nook of the cell, and a semi-tanned leather bag hanging (in one side), and I was moved to tears (on seeing this extremely austere living of the Holy Prophet), and he said: Ibn Al-Khattab, what makes you weep? I said: Messenger of Allah, why should I not shed tears? This mat has left its marks on your sides and I do not see in your storeroom (except these few things) that I have seen; Caesar and Khosrau are leading their lives in plenty of gardens and rivers whereas you are Allah's Messenger, His chosen one, and that is your store! He said: Ibn Al-Khattab, are you not satisfied that for us (there should be the prosperity) of the Hereafter, and for them (there should be the prosperity of) this world? I said: Yes. And as I entered I saw the signs of anger on his face, and I, therefore, said: Messenger of Allah, what trouble do you feel from your wives? If you are to divorce them, verily Allah is with you, His angels, Gabriel, Mika'il, I and Abu Bakr and the believers are with you. And seldom I talked and (which I uttered on that day) I hoped that Allah would testify to my words that I uttered. And so the verse of option (Ayat Al-Takhyir) was revealed. Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him in your place wives better than you...... And if you back up one another against him, then surely Allah is his Patron, and Gabriel and the righteous believers, and the angels after that will back (him) up And it was 'A'ishah bint Abi Bakr, and Hafsah who had prevailed upon all the wives of Allah's Prophet (may peace be upon him). I said: Messenger of Allah, have you divorced them? He said: No. I said: Messenger of Allah, I entered the mosque and found the Muslims playing with pebbles (absorbed in thought) and saying: Allah's Messenger has divorced his wives. Should I get down and inform them that you have not divorced them? He said: Yes, if you so like. And I went on talking to him until I (found) the signs of anger disappeared on his face, and (his seriousness was changed to a happy mood and as a result thereof) his face had the natural tranquillity upon it and he laughed and his teeth were the most charming (among the teeth) of all people. Then Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) climbed down and I also climbed down, catching hold of the wood of the palm-tree. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) came down (with such ease) as if he was walking on the ground, not touching anything with his hand (to get support). I said: Messenger of Allah, you remained in your apartment for twenty-nine days. He said: (At times) the month consists of twenty-nine days. I stood at the door of the mosque and I called out at the top of my voice: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) has not divorced his wives (and it was on this occasion that this) verse was revealed: And if any matter pertaining to peace or alarm comes within their ken, they broadcast it; whereas, if they would refer it to the Messenger and those who have been entrusted with authority among them, those of them who are engaged in obtaining intelligence would indeed know (what to do with) it and I knew it, and then was the revelation of the verse of granting the right to choice.


841 - Subai'ah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: 'Umar bin 'Abdullah wrote to 'Abdullah bin 'Utbah informing him that Subai'ah had told him that she had been married to Sa'd bin Khawlah and he belonged to the people of 'Amir bin Lu'ai, and was one of those who participated in the Battle of Badr, and he died in the Farewell Pilgrimage and she was pregnant at that time. And much time had not elapsed that she gave birth to a child after his death and when she was free from the effects of childbirth she embellished herself for those who had to give proposals of marriage. Abu Al-Sanabil bin Ba'kak (from the Banu 'Abd Al-Dar) came to her and said: What is this that I see you embellished; perhaps you are inclined to marry. By Allah, you cannot marry unless four months and ten days (of 'Iddah are passed). When he said that, Subai'ah said: I dressed myself, and as it was evening I came to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) and asked him about it, and he gave me a religious verdict that I was allowed to marry when I had given birth to a child and asked me to marry if I so liked.


842 - Umm Salamah's Hadith, my Allah be pleased with her. Abu Salamah reported: Umm Salamah (Allah be pleased with her) said that Subai'ah Al-Aslamiyah gave birth to a child after the death of her husband when the few nights (had hardly) passed and she made mention of that to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) and he commanded her to marry.

843 - Hadith reported by Umm Habibah, wife of the Messenger, may Allah be pleased with her. Zainab bint Abi Salamah (Allah be pleased with her) reported: I went to Umm Habibah, the wife of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), when her father Abu Sufyan had died. Umm Habibah sent for a perfume having yellowness in it or something else like it, and she applied it to a girl and then rubbed it on her cheeks and then said: By Allah, I need no perfume but for the fact that I heard Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) say on the pulpit: "It is not permissible for a woman believing in Allah and the Hereafter to mourn over the dead beyond three days, but (in case of the death) of the husband it is permissible for four months and ten days."

844 - Zainab bint Jahsh's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Zainab bint Abi Salamah said: I visited Zainab bint Jahsh (Allah be pleased with her) when her brother died and she sent for perfume and applied it and then said: By Allah, I do not feel any need for the perfume but that I heard Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) say on the pulpit: "It is not permissible for a woman believing in Allah and the Hereafter to mourn the dead beyond three days except in case of her husband (for whom she can mourn) for four months and ten days."

845 - Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: A woman came to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) and said: Allah's Messenger, I have a daughter whose husband has died and there has developed some trouble in her eye; should we apply collyrium to it? Thereupon Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: No (repeating it twice or thrice, saying only "No" all the time). Then he said: It is only four months and ten days, whereas in the pre-Islamic period none of you threw away the dung (as a sign of the expiry of her waiting period) until a year had passed.

846 - Umm 'Atiyah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had said: A woman must not observe mourning for one who had died for more than three (days) except for four months and ten days in the case of her husband, and she must not wear a dyed garment except one of the types made of dyed yarn, or apply collyrium, or touch perfume except a little perfume or incense, when she has been purified after her courses.


