PRAYER OF TRAVELERS, AND SHORTENING IT

 - 'A'ishah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Prayer was prescribed as two rak'ahs, two rak'ahs both in journey and at the place of residence. The Prayer while traveling remained as it was (originally prescribed), but an addition was made to the Prayer (observed) at the place of residence.

 - Ibn 'Umar's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Hafs bin 'Asim said that Ibn 'Umar told us: O my nephew! I accompanied the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on a journey, and he made no addition to two rak'ahs, till Allah caused him to die. Then, I accompanied Abu Bakr and he made no addition to two rak'ahs till Allah caused him to die. Then, I accompanied 'Umar and he made no addition to two rak'ahs till Allah caused him to die, I accompanied 'Uthman and he made no addition to two rak'ahs till Allah caused him to die, and Allah has said: Verily in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example

 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed four rak'ahs in the Noon Prayer while at Medina, but he offered two rak'ahs in the Afternoon Prayer at Dhul-Hulaifah.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We went out from Medina to Mecca with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he prayed two rak'ahs at each time of the Prayer till we returned to Medina. I asked: How many days did he stay in Mecca? He said: (For) ten (days).

 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) observed the Prayer of a traveler, i.e. two rak'ahs, in Mina, and other places.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. 'Abdul-Rahman bin Yazid reported: 'Uthman led us four rak'ahs of the Prayer at Mina. It was reported to 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud and he maintained: Surely we are Allah's and to Him will we return, and then said: I prayed with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) at Mina two rak'ahs of the Prayer. I prayed along with Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq two rak'ahs of the Prayer at Mina. I prayed along with 'Umar bin Al-Khattab two rak'ahs of the Prayer at Mina. I wish I had my share of the two rak'ahs acceptable (to Allah) instead of four.


 - Harithah bin Wahb, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I prayed with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) two rak'ahs and most of them offered two rak'ahs only in Mina, while the people felt secure.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: When it was a cold, rainy night, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to command the Mu'adhin to say: Perform the Prayer in your dwellings.

 - 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. He said to the Mu'adhin on a rainy day: When you have announced "I testify that there is no god but Allah; I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah", do not say: "Come to the Prayer", but make this announcement: Perform the Prayer in your houses. He (the narrator) said that the people disapproved of it. Ibn 'Abbas asked: Are you astonished at it? He (the Holy Prophet), who is better than I, did it. Jumu'ah Prayer is no doubt obligatory, but I do not like that I should (force you) to come out and walk in mud and slippery ground.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform Nafl Prayer on (the back of) his camel in whatever direction it took him.

 - 'Amir bin Rabi'ah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observing Nafl Prayer at night on a journey on the back of his mount in whichever direction it turned its face.

 - Anas bin Malik's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Anas bin Sirin reported: We met Anas upon his return from Syria at a place known as 'Ain Al-Tamr and saw him observing the Prayer on the back of his donkey with his face turned in that direction. (Hammam, one of the narrators, pointed towards the left of the Qiblah), so I said to him: I find you observing the Prayer towards the side other than that of the Qiblah. Upon this he said: Had I not seen the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) doing like this, I would not have done so at all.

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was in a state of hurry on a journey, he used to combine the Sunset and Night Prayers.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) set out on a journey before the decline of the sun (from the meridian), he used to delay the Noon Prayer till the Afternoon Prayer, and then dismount (his riding animal) and combine them (Noon and Afternoon Prayers), but if the sun had declined before his setting out on a journey, he used to observe the Noon Prayer and then mount (the riding animal).


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed the Noon and Afternoon Prayers together and the Sunset and Night Prayers together without being in a state of fear or in a state of journey.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: None of you should give a share to Satan out of himself. He should not deem that it is necessary for him to turn but to the right only (after the Prayer). I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) turning to the left.


 - 'Abdullah bin Malik bin Buhainah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) happened to pass by a person performing a Nafl Prayer while the Morning Prayer is called for. He (the Messenger) said something to him, which we did not know what it was. When we finished the Prayer, we surrounded him and asked: What is it that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said to you? He replied: He (the Holy Prophet) had said to me that he perceived as if one of them was about to observe four (rak'ahs) of the Dawn Prayer.


 - Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you enters the mosque, he should observe two rak'ahs (of Nafl Prayer) before sitting.


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) owed me a debt; he paid me back and made an addition (of this), I entered the mosque and he (the Holy Prophet) said to me: Observe two rak'ahs of the Prayer.


 - Ka'b bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did not come back from the journey but by day in the Forenoon and when he arrived, he went first to the mosque, and having prayed two rak'ahs before he sat down in it.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: I have never seen the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observing the supererogatory Prayer of the Forenoon, but I observed it. And if the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) abandoned any act which he in fact loved to do, it was out of fear that if the people practiced it constantly, it might become obligatory for them.


 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: My close friend (the Holy Prophet, may peace be upon him) has instructed me to do three things: fasting three days during every month, two rak'ahs of the Forenoon Prayer, and observing Witr Prayer before going to bed.

 - Hafsah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Ibn 'Umar reported: Hafsah, the Mother of the Believers, informed him that when the Mu'adhin became silent after calling (people) to the Dawn Prayer, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) commenced the Dawn (Prayer) when it dawned by observing two short rak'ahs before the commencement of the Fard (obligatory) Prayer.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to observe two short supererogatory rak'ahs of Fajr (Prayer) when he heard the Adhan.

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I prayed along with Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) two rak'ahs before and two rak'ahs after the Noon Prayer, two rak'ahs after the Sunset Prayer, two rak'ahs after the Night Prayer and two rak'ahs after the Jumu'ah (Friday) Prayer; and so far as the Sunset, Night and Jumu'ah Prayers are concerned, I observed (them) along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in his house.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: I did not see the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) reciting (the Qur'an) in the Night Prayer in a sitting position, till he grew old and then he recited (it) in a sitting position, but when thirty or forty verses were left out of the surah, he would then stand up, recite them and bow down.


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. 'Abdullah bin Shaqiq reported: I asked 'A'ishah whether the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed (Nafl) Prayer in a sitting position. She said: Yes, when he grew old.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to pray eleven rak'ahs at night, observing the Witr with a single rak'ah, and when he had finished them, he lay down on his right side, till the Mu'adhin came to him and he (the Holy Prophet) then observed two short rak'ahs (of Sunan of the Dawn Prayer).


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Abu Salamah bin 'Abdul-Rahman reported that he asked 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, about the (Night) Prayer of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) during the month of Ramadan. She said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did not observe either in Ramadan or in any other month more than eleven rak'ahs (of the Night Prayer). He (in the first instance) observed four rak'ahs. Ask not about their excellence and their length (i.e. these were matchless in perfection and length). He again observed four rak'ahs, and ask not about their excellence and length. He would then observe three rak'ahs (of the Witr Prayer). 'A'ishah again reported: I asked: Messenger of Allah, do you sleep before observing the Witr Prayer? He said: O 'A'ishah, my eyes sleep but my heart does not.


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Abu Ishaq said: I asked Al-Aswad about what 'A'ishah told him concerning the Prayer of Allah's Messenger, (peace be upon him). She said: He used to sleep in the early part of the night, and wake up in the latter part. If he then wished intercourse with his wife, he satisfied his desire, and then went to sleep; when the first call to the Prayer was made, he jumped. By Allah, she, (i.e. 'A'ishah) did not say: He stood up, and poured water over him. By Allah she, (i.e. 'A'ishah) did not say that he took a bath but I know what she (meant) and if he did not have an intercourse, he performed ablution, just as a man performs ablution for the Prayer and then observed two rak'ahs.


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Masruq reported: I have asked 'A'ishah about the action (most pleasing to) the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). She said: He (the Holy Prophet) loved (that action) which one keeps on doing regularly. I asked ('A'ishah): When did he pray (at night)? She replied: When he heard the cock crow, he got up and observed the Prayer.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Never did the earlier part of the dawn find the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) but sleeping in my house or near me.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had prayed the two rak'ahs (Sunan) of the Dawn Prayer, he would talk to me if I was awake, otherwise he would lie down.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform the Prayer in the night and when he observed Witr, he said to me: O 'A'ishah, get up and observe Witr.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed the Witr Prayer every night; and he completed Witr at the time of dawn.


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Zurarah reported: Sa'd bin Hisham bin 'Amir decided to participate in an expedition in the cause of Allah. When he came to Medina, he met some of its people. They dissuaded him from doing such a thing, and informed him that a group of six men had decided to do so during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) forbade them to do it, and asked: Is there not in me a good example for you? And when they narrated this to him (Sa'd bin Hisham), he returned to his wife, though he had divorced her and made (people) witness to his reconciliation. He then came to Ibn 'Abbas and asked him about the Witr of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). Ibn 'Abbas asked: Should I not lead you to one who knows best among the people of the world about the Witr of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him)? He asked: Who is it? He (Ibn 'Abbas) said: It is 'A'ishah. So go to her and ask her (about Witr) and then come to me and inform me about the answer that she would give you. So I came to Hakim bin Aflah and requested him to take me to her. He said: I would not go to her, for I forbade her to speak anything (about the conflict) between the two groups, but she refused (to accept my advice) and went (to participate in that conflict). I (requested) him (Hakim) with an oath to lead me to her. So we went to 'A'ishah and we begged permission to meet her. She granted us permission and we went in. She asked: Are you Hakim? (She recognized him). He replied: Yes. She asked: Who is there with you? He said: He is Sa'd bin Hisham. She asked: Which Hisham? He said: He is Hisham bin 'Amir. She blessed him ('Amir) with mercy from Allah and spoke good of him (Qatadah said that he died as a martyr in Uhud). I said: Mother of the Believers, tell me about the character of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). She asked: Do you not read the Qur'an? I said: Yes. Upon this she said: The character of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was the Qur'an. He said: I felt inclined to get up and not ask anything (further) till I die. But then I changed my mind and said: Inform me about the observance (of the Night Prayer) of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). She asked: Did you not recite: "O you wrapped up"? He said: Yes. She said: Allah, the Exalted and the Glorious, made the observance of the Night Prayer at the beginning of this surah obligatory. So the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and his Companions around him observed this (Night Prayer) for one year. Allah held back the concluding portion of this surah for twelve months in the heaven till (at the end of this period) Allah revealed the concluding verses of this surah which lightened (the burden of this Prayer), and the Night Prayer became a supererogatory Prayer after being an obligatory one. I said: Mother of the Believers, inform me about the Witr of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) she said: I used to prepare tooth stick for him, water for his ablution, and Allah would rouse him to the extent He wished during the night. He would use the tooth stick, and perform ablution, and would offer nine rak'ahs and would not sit but in the eighth one and would remember Allah, and praise Him and supplicate Him, then he would get up without uttering the salutation and pray the ninth rak'ah. He would then sit, remember Allah, praise Him and supplicate Him and then utter a salutation loud enough for us to hear. He would then pray two rak'ahs sitting after uttering the salutation and that made eleven rak'ahs. O my son, but when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) grew old and put on flesh, he observed Witr of seven, doing in the two rak'ahs as he had done formerly, and that made nine. O my son, and when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed the Prayer, he liked to keep on observing it, and when sleep or pain overpowered him and made it impossible (for him) to observe the Prayer at night, he prayed twelve rak'ahs during the day. I am not aware of Allah's Prophet (may peace be upon him) having recited the whole Qur'an during one single night, or praying through the night till morning, or fasting a complete month except Ramadan. He (the narrator) said: I then went to Ibn 'Abbas and narrated to him the hadith (transmitted from her), and he said: She says the truth If I went to her and got into her presence, I would have listened to it orally from her. He said: If I were to know that you do not go to her, I would not have transmitted this hadith to you narrated by her.

 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: A person asked the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) about the Night Prayer. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: The Prayer during the night should consist of pairs of rak'ahs but if one of you fears morning is near, he should pray one rak'ah which will make his Prayer an odd number for him.

Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, said: He who prays at night should make Witr the end of his Prayer, for the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) commanded us to do this.

 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Our Lord, the Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night to the lowest heaven when one third of the latter part of the night is left, and says: Who supplicates Me so that I may answer him? Who asks Me so that I may give to him? Who asks Me forgiveness so that I may forgive him?

.  - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: He who observes the Prayer at night during Ramadan, because of faith and seeking his reward from Allah, his previous sins will be forgiven.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed the Prayer one night in the mosque and people also prayed along with him. He then prayed on the following night and there were many persons. Then on the third or fourth night (many people) gathered there, but the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) did not come out to them (for leading the Tarawih Prayer). When it was morning he said: I saw what you were doing, but I desisted from coming out to you (and lead the Prayer) for I feared that this Prayer might become obligatory for you. He (the narrator) said: It was the month of Ramadan.


 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I spent a night with my maternal aunt Maimunah. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) got up during the night and relieved himself, then washed his face and hands and went to sleep. He then got up again and came to the water skin and loosened its straps, then performed good ablution between the two extremes. He then stood up and observed the Prayer, I also stood up and stretched my body fearing that he might be under the impression that I was there to find out (what he did at night). So I also performed ablution and stood up to pray, but I stood on his left side. He took hold of my hand and made me go round to his right side. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) completed thirteen rak'ahs of his Night Prayer. He then lay down and slept and snored (and it was his habit to snore while asleep). Then Bilal came and he informed him about the Prayer. He (the Holy Prophet) then stood up for the Prayer and did not perform ablution, and his supplication included these words: "O Allah, place light in my heart, light in my sight, light in my hearing, light on my right hand, light on my left hand, light above me, light below me, light in front of me, light behind me, and enhance light for me."

 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I accompanied the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in a journey and we reached a watering place. He asked: Jabir, are you going to enter it? I said: Yes. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) then got down and I entered it. He (the Holy Prophet) then went away to relieve himself and I placed for him water for ablution. He then came back and performed ablution, and then stood and prayed in one garment, having its ends tied from the opposite sides. I stood behind him and he caught hold of my ear and made me stand on his right side.

 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) got up during the night to pray, he used to say: O Allah, to You be the praise; You are the Light of the heavens and the earth. To You be the praise; You are the Supporter of the heavens and the earth. To You be the praise; You are the Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is therein. You are the Truth; Your promise is True, the meeting with You is True, Paradise is true, Hell is true, the Hour is true. O Allah, I submit to You; affirm my faith in You; repose my trust in You, and I return to You for repentance; by Your help I have disputed; and to You I have come for decision, so forgive my earlier and later sins, the sins that I committed in secret and openly. You are my Lord. There is no god but You.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Wa'il reported that 'Abdullah said: I prayed with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him), and he lengthened it till I entertained an evil thought. It was said to him ('Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud): What that thought was. He said: I thought that I should sit down and forsake him.

 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: A mention was made of a man who slept the whole night till morning. He (the Holy prophet) remarked: That is a man in whose ears (or in whose ear) the devil urinated.

 - 'Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came one night to see him ('Ali) and Fatimah (the daughter of the Holy Prophet) and asked: Do you not observe (Tahajjud) Prayer? I ('Ali) said: Messenger of Allah, verily our souls are in the hands of Allah and when He wants to awaken us, He does. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) went back when I said this to him. He was striking his hand on his thigh while returning, and I heard him say: Verily the man disputes with many things

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you goes to sleep, the devil ties three knots at the back of his neck, sealing every knot with: "You have a long night, so sleep." So if one awakes and mentions Allah, a knot will be loosened; if he performs ablution two knots will be loosened; and if he prays (all) knots will be loosened, and in the morning he will be active and in good spirits; otherwise he will be in bad spirits and sluggish in the morning.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Observe some of your Prayers in your houses and do not make them graves.


 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The house in which remembrance of Allah is made and the house in which Allah is not remembered are like the living and the dead.

 - Zaid bin Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) made an apartment with the help of the leaves of date trees or of mats. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) went out to pray in it. People followed him and came to pray with him. Then they again came one night and waited (for him), but the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) delayed in coming out to them. And when he did not come out, they cried aloud and threw pebbles at his door. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came out in anger and said to them: By what you have been constantly doing, I was inclined to think that it (the Prayer) might become obligatory for you. So you must observe (optional) Prayer in your houses, for the Prayer observed by a man in the house is better except an obligatory Prayer.

 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) entered the mosque and (he found) a rope tied between the two pillars; so he asked: What is this? They said: it is for Zainab. She prays and when she slackens or feels tired she holds it. Upon this he (the Holy Prophet) said: Untie it. Let one pray as long as he feels fresh but when one slackens or becomes tired he must stop it.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone among you dozes in the Prayer, he should sleep, till sleep is gone, for when one of you prays while dozing he does not know whether he may be asking pardon or vilifying himself.

 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) heard a person reciting the Qur'an at night. Upon this he said: May Allah show mercy to him; he has reminded me of such and such a verse which I had missed in such and such a surah.


 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The similitude of a man who has memorized the Qur'an is like that of a hobbled camel. If he remained vigilant, (he would be able to retain it with him), and if he loosened the hobbled camel it would escape.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: What a wretched person is he among them who says: I have forgotten such and such a verse. (He should instead of using this expression say): I have been made to forget it. Try to remember the Qur'an for it is more apt to escape from men's minds than a hobbled camel.

 - Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Keep refreshing your knowledge of the Qur'an, for I swear by Him in Whose Hand is the life of Muhammad that it is more liable to escape than camels which are hobbled.


Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Allah has not listened to anything as He listens to a Prophet reciting the Qur'an in a sweet voice.

 - Abu Musa's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had said to Abu Musa: If you were to see me, as I was listening to your recitation (of the Qur'an) yesternight (you would have felt delighted). You are in fact endowed with a sweet voice like that of David himself.

 - 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal Al-Muzani, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) recited on his mount surah Al-Fath during a journey in the year of the Conquest (of Mecca), and he repeated (the words) in his recitation.

 - Al-Bara' bin 'Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: A person was reciting surah Al-Kahf and there was a horse tied with two ropes at his side, a cloud overshadowed him, and as it began to come nearer and nearer, his horse began to take fright from it. He went and mentioned that to the Prophet (may peace be upon him) in the morning, and he (the Holy Prophet) said: That was tranquillity which came down at the recitation of the Qur'an.


 - Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: A believer who recites the Qur'an is like an orange whose fragrance is sweet and whose taste is sweet; a believer who does not recite the Qur'an is like a date which has no fragrance but has a sweet taste; and the hypocrite who recites the Qur'an is like a basil whose fragrance is sweet, but whose taste is bitter; and a hypocrite who does not recite the Qur'an is like the colocynth which has no fragrance and has a bitter taste.


 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: One who is proficient in the Qur'an is associated with the noble, upright, righteous angels; and he who falters in it, and finds it difficult for him, will have a double reward.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said to Ubai bin Ka'b: Allah has commanded me to recite the Qur'an to you. He asked: Did Allah mention me to you by name? He (the Holy Prophet) said: Allah made a mention of your name to me. (On hearing this) Ubai bin Ka'b wept.

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said to me: recite the Qur'an for me. He asked: Messenger of Allah, (how) should I recite to you whereas it has been sent down to you? He (the Holy Prophet) said: I desire to hear it from someone else. So I recited surah Al-Nisa' till I reached the verse: How then shall it be when We shall bring from every people a witness and bring you against them as a witness? I lifted my head, or a person touched me in side, and so I lifted my head and saw his (the Prophet's) tears falling.

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I was in Homs when some of the people asked me to recite the Qur'an to them. So I recited surah Yusuf to them. One of the persons among the people said: By Allah, this is not how it has been sent down. I said: Woe upon you! By Allah, I recited it to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and he said to me: You have (recited) it well.

Abu Mas'ud Al-Badri, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Anyone who recites the two verses at the end of surah Al-Baqarah at night, they will be sufficient for him.

'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent a man in charge of an expedition and he would recite for his companions during their Prayer, ending (recitation) with: "Say, He is Allah, the One." When they returned, a mention was made of it to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). He (the Holy Prophet) told them: ask him why he had done like that. So they asked him and he said: Verily, it is an attribute of the Compassionate One, and (for this reason) I love to recite it. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) thereupon said: Inform him that Allah loves him.

Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Envy is not justified but in case of two persons only: one who, having been given (knowledge of) the Qur'an by Allah, recites it during the night and day (and also acts upon it) and a man who, having been given wealth by Allah, spends it during the night and the day (for the welfare of others, seeking the pleasure of the Lord).

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: There should be no envy but only in case of two persons: one having been endowed with wealth and power to spend it in the cause of Truth, and (the other) who has been endowed with wisdom and he decides cases with the help of it and teaches it (to others).


'Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, said: I heard Hisham bin Hakim bin Hizam reciting surah Al-Furqan in a style different from that in which I used to recite it, and in which Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had taught me to recite it. I was about to dispute with him (on this style) but I delayed till he had finished that (the recitation). Then I caught hold of his cloak and brought him to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: Messenger of Allah, I heard this man reciting surah Al-Furqan in a style different from the one in which you taught me to recite. Upon this the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) told (me) to leave him alone and asked him to recite. He then recited in the style in which I heard him recite it. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) then said: Thus was it sent down. He then told me to recite and I recited it, and he said: Thus was it sent down. The Qur'an was sent down in seven dialects. So recite what seems easy therefrom.

Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Gabriel taught me to recite in one style. I replied to him and kept asking him to give more (styles), till he reached seven modes (of recitation).


'Abdullah bin Mas'ud's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Wa'il reported: A person called Nahik bin Sinan came to 'Abdullah and asked: Abu 'Abdul-Rahman, how do you recite this letter! (alif) or (ya') Would you read it (min ma' ghair asin) or (min ma' ghair yasin). 'Abdullah said: You (seem to) have memorized the whole of the Qur'an except this. He again said: I recite all the mufassal surahs in one rak'ah. Upon this 'Abdullah said: (you must have been reciting it) hastily like the recitation of poetry. Verily, there are people who recite the Qur'an, but it does not go beyond their collar bones. It is (a fact with the Qur'an) that it is beneficial only when it settles in the heart and is rooted deeply in it. The best of (the acts) in the Prayer are bowing and prostration. I am quite aware of the occasions when the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) combined two surahs in every rak'ah. 'Abdullah then stood up and went out with 'Alqamah following in his footsteps. He said: "he told me about it."

'Abdullah bin Mas'ud's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Ishaq reported: I saw a man asking Al-Aswad. bin Yazid who taught the Qur'an in the mosque: How do you recite the verse fahal min muddakir, whether (the word) is with (d) or (dh)? He (Al-Aswad) said: It was with (d). I heard 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud saying that he had heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) reciting muddakir with (d).


 - Abu Al-Darda's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. 'Alqamah reported: We went to Syria and Abu Al-Darda' came to us and asked: Is there anyone among you who recites according to the recitation of 'Abdullah? I said: Yes, it is I. He again asked: How did you hear 'Abdullah reciting this verse: When the night covers He said: I heard him reciting it (like this) When the night covers; the males and the females Upon this he said: By Allah, I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) reciting in this way, but they (the Muslims of Syria) desire us to recite: (wa ma khalaqa), but I do not yield to their desire.

 - 'Umar bin Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prohibited observing of the Prayer after the Dawn Prayer till the sun rose and after the Afternoon till the sun set.


 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: No Prayer is valid after the Afternoon Prayer till the sun sets, and no Prayer is valid after the Dawn Prayer till the sun rises.


Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Let not anyone of you intend to observe the Prayer at the time of the rising of the sun or of the setting of the sun.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Do not intend to observe the Prayer at the time of the rising of the sun nor at its setting.


 - Umm Salamah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Kuraib, the freed slave of Ibn 'Abbas reported: 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas, 'Abdul-Rahman bin Azhar, and Al-Miswar bin Makhramah sent him to 'A'ishah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him), telling him to give her their greetings, and ask her about the two rak'ahs after the Afternoon Prayer, (for) "we have heard that you observe them whereas it has been conveyed to us that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prohibited their observance." Ibn 'Abbas said: I along with 'Umar bin Al-Khattab dissuaded people from doing so (to observe two rak'ahs of Prayer). Kuraib said: I went to her ('A'ishah) and conveyed to her the message with which I was sent. She said: (Better) ask Umm Salamah. So I went to them (those who had sent him to Hadrat 'A'ishah) and informed them about what she had said. They sent me back to Umm Salamah with that with which I was sent to 'A'ishah. Umm Salamah said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prohibiting them, and then afterwards I saw him observing them. And when he observed them (the two rak'ahs) he had already observed the Afternoon Prayer. Then he (the Holy Prophet) came, while there were with me ladies of Banu Haram, a tribe of the Ansar and he (the Holy Prophet) observed them (the two rak'ahs). I sent a female-slave to him asking her to stand by his side and say to him that Umm Salamah says: Messenger of Allah, I heard you prohibiting these two rak'ahs, whereas I saw you observing them; and if he (the Holy Prophet) points with his hand (to wait), then do wait. The female-slave did like that. He (the Holy Prophet) pointed out with his hand and she got aside and waited, and when he had finished (the Prayer) he said: Daughter of Abu Umaiyah, you have asked about the two rak'ahs after the Afternoon Prayer. Some people of 'Abdul-Qais came to me to declare their conversion of Islam and hindered me from observing the two rak'ahs which come after the Noon Prayer. So those are the two I have been praying.


 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. Abu Salamah asked 'A'ishah about the two prostrations (i.e. rak'ahs) which the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to offer after the Afternoon. She said: He (the Holy Prophet) observed them before the Afternoon Prayer, but then he was hindered to do so, or he forgot them and then he observed them after the Afternoon, and then he continued observing them. (It was his habit) that when he (the Holy Prophet) observed the Prayer, he then continued observing it.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to observe two rak'ahs after the sunset before the Sunset Prayer during the time of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). I asked him: Did the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observe them? He said: He saw us observing them, but he neither commanded us nor forbade us to do so.


 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When we were in Medina, the moment the Mu'adhin made the call to the Sunset Prayer, the people hastened to the pillars of the mosque and prayed two rak'ahs with the result that any stranger coming into the mosque would think that the obligatory Prayer had been observed owing to the number who were praying them.


 - 'Abdullah bin Mughaffal Al-Muzani, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: There is between the two calls (Adhan and Iqamah) a Prayer. And he mentioned it three times, and at the third time he said: This applies to those who wish to do it.


 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed Fear Prayer (in this way): a group stood with him (the Holy Prophet) (for the Prayer) and the other group stood in front of the enemy. Then those who were with (him) observed one rak'ah of Prayer and they went back and the others came and they observed one rak'ah (with him). Then both the groups completed one rak'ah each.


 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I observed Prayer of Fear with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). We drew ourselves up in two rows, one row behind him with the enemy between us and the Qiblah. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Allah is Most Great, and we all said it. He then bowed and we all bowed. He then raised his head from bowing, we all raised (our heads). He then went down in prostration along with the row close to him, and the rear row faced the enemy; then when the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) completed the prostration, and then stood up, the row near to him also did it; then went down the rear row in prostration; then they stood up; then the rear row went to the front and the front row went to the rear. Then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) bowed down and we all bowed. He then raised his head from bowing and we also raised (our heads). He and the row close to him which had been in the rear then went down in prostration in the first rak'ah, whereas the rear row faced the enemy. When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and the rear row close to him had finished the prostration, the rear row went down and prostrated themselves; then the Messenger of Allah pronounced the salutation and we also pronounced the salutation. (Jabir said we did this) as your guards behave with their chiefs.


 - Sahl bin Abi Hathmah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) led his Companions in the Prayer of Fear. He made them stand in two rows behind him. He led them who were close to him in one rak'ah. He then stood up and kept standing till those who were behind them observed one rak'ah. Then they (those standing in the second row) came in front and those who were in front went into the rear. He then led them in one rak'ah. He then sat down, till those who were behind him observed one rak'ah and then pronounced salutation.


- Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We went forward with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and when we reached Dhat Al-Riqa', we came to a shady tree which we left for him. One of the polytheists came there and, seeing the sword of the Messenger (may peace be upon him) hanging by a tree, took it up, drew it from the scabbard and asked the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him): Are you afraid of me? He (the Holy Prophet) said: No. He again asked: Who would protect you from me? He said: Allah will protect me from you. The Companions of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) threatened him. He sheathed the sword and hung it up. Then call to the Prayer was made and he (the Holy Prophet) led a group in two rak'ahs. Then (the members of this group) withdrew and he led the second group in two rak'ahs. So the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) observed four rak'ahs and people observed two rak'ahs.

