201 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah Messenger (may peace be upon him) had two Mu'adhins (pronouncers of the Prayer), Bilal and 'Abdullah bin Umm Maktum, who (the latter) was blind.

202 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah said: "when you hear the call (to the Prayer), repeat what the Mu'adhin pronounces."


203 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When Satan hears the Call to the Prayer, he turns back and breaks the wind so as not to hear the Call being made, but when the Call is finished he turns round to distract (the minds of those who pray), and when he hears the Iqamah he again runs away so as not to hear its voice, and when it subsides, he comes back to distract (the minds of those who stand for the Prayer).

204 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I saw Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) raising his hands apposite his shoulders upon the commencement of the Prayer, before bowing down and after coming back to the erect position, but he did not raise them between the two prostrations.


205 - Malik bin Al-Huwairith's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Qilabah reported that he saw Malik bin Huwairith raising his hands at the beginning of the Prayer and raising his hands before bowing down, and raising his hands after lifting his head from the state of bowing, and he narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) used to do like this.


206 - Abu Hurairah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Abu Salamah bin 'Abdul-Rahman reported: Abu Hurairah led the people in the Prayer and recited takbir when he bent and raised himself (in ruku' and sujud) and after completing (the Prayer) he said: By Allah I perform the Prayer which has the best resemblance with the Prayer of the Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) among you.


207 - 'Imran bin Husain's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with them. Mutarrif bin 'Abdullah reported: I and 'Imran bin Husain performed the Prayer behind 'Ali bin Abi Talib. He recited takbir when he prostrated, and he recited takbir when he raised his head and he recited takbir while rising up (from the sitting position at the end of two rak'ahs). When we had finished our Prayer, 'Imran caught hold of my hand and said: He ('Ali) has led the Prayer like Muhammad (may peace be upon him) or he said: He in fact recalled to my mind the Prayer of Muhammad (may peace be upon him).


208 - 'Ubadah bin Al-Samit, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: He who does not recite Fatihat Al-Kitab is not credited with having observed the Prayer.


209 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If anyone observes the Prayer in which he does not recite (Umm Al-Qur'an), his Prayer is deficient and not complete.


210 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) entered the mosque and a person also entered therein and offered the Prayer, and then came and paid salutation to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) returned his salutation and said: Go back and pray, for you have not offered the Prayer. He again prayed as he had prayed before, and came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and saluted him. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) returned the salutation and said: Go back and say the Prayer, for you have not offered the Prayer. This (act of repeating the Prayer) was done three times. Upon this the person said: By Him Who has sent you with Truth, no better can I do than this. So, please teach me. He (the Holy Prophet) said: when you get up to pray, recite takbir, and then recite whatever you conveniently can from the Qur'an, then bow down and remain quietly in that position, then raise yourself and stand erect: then prostrate yourself and remain quietly in that attitude; then, raise yourself and sit quietly: and do that throughout all your Prayers.

211 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I performed the Prayer along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and with Abu Bakr, 'Umar and 'Uthman (may Allah be pleased with all of them), but I never heard any of them reciting Basmalah (Saying: In the Name of Allah) loudly.

212 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: One day Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) was sitting among us that he dozed off. He then raised his head smilingly. We asked: What makes you smile, Messenger of Allah? He said: A surah has just been revealed to me, and then recited: In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. Verily We have given you Al-Kauthar (Fount of Abundance). Therefore turn to thy Lord for the Prayer and offer sacrifice, and surely thy enemy is cut off (from the good) Then he (the Holy Prophet) asked: Do you know what Al-Kauthar is? We said: Allah and His Messenger know best. The Holy Prophet (may peace be upon him) said: It (Al-Kauthar) is a river which my Lord, the Exalted and Glorious has promised me, and there is an abundance of good in it. It is a Cistern and my people would come to it on the Day of Resurrection, and the number of tumblers there would be equal to the number of stars. A servant would be turned away from (among the people gathered there). Upon this I would say: My Lord, he is one of my people, and He (the Lord) would say: You do not know what he innovated (produced evil things in Islam) after you.


213 - 'Abdullah (bin Mas'ud), may Allah be pleased with him, said: While observing the Prayer behind Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), we used to recite: Peace be upon Allah, peace be upon so and so. One day the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said to us: Verily Allah is Himself Peace. When anyone of you sits during the Prayer, he should say: All services rendered by words, by acts of worship, and all good things are due to Allah. Peace be upon you, O Prophet, and Allah's mercy and blessings. Peace be upon us and upon Allah's upright servants for when he says this it reaches every upright servant in heaven and earth, (and say further): I testify that there is no god but Allah and I testify that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. Then he may choose any supplication which pleases him and offer it.


214 - Ka'b bin 'Ujrah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. 'Abdullah bin Abi Laila reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to us, and we said to him: We have learnt how to invoke peace upon you; (kindly tell us) how we should pray for you. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Say: "O Allah, bless Muhammad and his (Muhammad's) family as You did bless the family of Abraham. Verily You are Praiseworthy and Glorious. Grant favor to Muhammad and the members of his (Muhammad) household as You did grant favor to the members of the household of Abraham in the world. Verily You are Praiseworthy and Glorious."

215 - Abu Humaid Al-Sa'idi, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: They (the Companions of the Holy Prophet) asked: Messenger of Allah, how should we pray for you? He (the Holy Prophet) observed: Say: "O Allah! bless Muhammad, his wives and his offspring, as You did bless the family of Abraham, and grant favors to Muhammad, his wives and his offspring, as You did grant favors to the family of Abraham; You are Praiseworthy and Glorious."


216 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When the Imam says: "Allah listens to him who praises Him," you should say: "O Allah our Lord, for You is the praise," for if the words of anyone synchronize with the angels' words, his past sins will be forgiven.


217 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Say: Amen, when the Imam says: Amen, for if anyone's utterance of Amen synchronizes with that of the angels, he will be forgiven his past sins.

218 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) fell off of his horse and his right side was grazed. We went to inquire after his health when the time of the Prayer came. He led us in the Prayer in a sitting posture and we performed the Prayer behind him sitting, and when he finished the Prayer he said: The Imam is appointed only to be followed; so when he recites takbir, you should also recite that; when he prostrates, you should also prostrate; when he rises up, you should also rise up, and when he says: "Allah listens to him who praises Him," you should say: "Our Lord, to You be the praise," and when he prays sitting, all of you should pray sitting.

219 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) fell ill and some of his Companions came to inquire after his health. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said the Prayer sitting, while (his Companions) said it (behind him) standing. He (the Holy Prophet) directed them by his gesture to sit down, and they sat down (in the Prayer). After finishing the (Prayer) he (the Holy Prophet) said: The Imam is appointed so that he should be followed, so bow down when he bows down, and rise up when he rises up and say (the Prayer) sitting when he (the Imam) says (it) sitting.

220 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: The Imam is appointed so that he should be followed, so do not be at variance with him. Recite takbir when he recites it; bow down when he bows down and when he says: "Allah listens to him who praises Him," say: "O Allah, our Lord, to You be the Praise." And When he (the Imam) prostrates, you should also prostrate, and when he says the Prayer sitting, you should all observe the Prayer sitting.

221 - 'A'ishah's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with her. 'Ubaidullah bin 'Utbah reported: I visited 'A'ishah and asked her to tell me about the illness of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). She agreed and said: The Messenger (may peace be upon him) was seriously ill and he asked whether the people had prayed. We said: No, they are waiting for you, Messenger of Allah. He (the Holy Prophet) said: Put some water in the tub for me. We did accordingly and he (the Holy Prophet) took a bath and, when he was about to move with difficulty, he fainted. When he came round, he again asked: Have the people said the Prayer? We said: No, they are waiting for you, Messenger of Allah. He (the Holy Prophet) again said: Put some water for me in the tub. We did accordingly and he took a bath, but when he was about to move with difficulty, he fainted. When he came round, he asked whether the people had prayed. We said: No, they are waiting for you, Messenger of Allah. He said: Put some water for me in the tub. We did accordingly and he took a bath and he was about to move with; difficulty when he fainted. When he came round, he asked: Have the people said the Prayer? We said: No, they are waiting for you, Messenger of Allah. She ('A'ishah) said: The people were staying in the mosque and waiting for Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) to lead the last (night) Prayer. She ('A'ishah) said: Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) sent (instructions) to Abu Bakr to lead the people in the Prayer. When the messenger came, he told him (Abu Bakr): Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) has ordered you to lead the people in the Prayer. Abu Bakr who was a man of very tender feelings asked 'Umar to lead the Prayer. 'Umar said: You are more entitled to that. Abu Bakr led the Prayers during those days. Afterwards Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) felt some relief and he went out supported by two men, one of them was Al-'Abbas, to the Noon Prayer. Abu Bakr was leading the people in the Prayer. When Abu Bakr saw him, he began to withdraw, but the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) told him not to withdraw. He told his two (companions) to seat him down beside him (Abu Bakr). They seated him by the side of Abu Bakr. Abu Bakr said the Prayer standing while following the Prayer of the Messenger (may peace be upon him) and the people said the Prayer (standing) while following the Prayer of Abu Bakr. The Messenger (may peace be upon him) was seated.


222 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Abu Bakr led them in the Prayer due to the illness of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) of which he died. It was a Monday and they stood in rows for the Prayer. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) drew aside the curtain of ('A'ishah's) apartment and looked at us while he was standing, and his (the Prophet's) face was (as bright) as the paper of the Holy Qur'an. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) felt happy and smiled. And we were confounded with joy while in the Prayer due to the arrival (among our midst) of Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him), Abu Bakr stepped back upon his heels to say the Prayer in a row perceiving that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had come out for the Prayer. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) with the help of his hand signed to them to complete their Prayer. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) went back (to his apartment) and drew the curtain. He (the narrator) said: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) breathed his last on that very day.

223 - Abu Musa, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) became ill, and illness became serious, he said: order Abu Bakr to lead the people in the Prayer. Upon this, 'A'ishah said: Messenger of Allah, Abu Bakr is a man of tender feelings: when he would stand in your place (he would be so much overwhelmed by grief that) he would not be able to lead the people in the Prayer. He (the Holy Prophet) said: You order Abu Bakr to lead the people in the Prayer, and added: You are like the female companions of Joseph. So Abu Bakr led the Prayer (during this period of illness) in the life of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him).


224 - Sahl bin Sa'd Al-Sa'idi, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) went to the tribe of the Banu 'Amr bin 'Auf in order to bring reconciliation among (its members), and it was a time of the Prayer. The Mu'adhin (Pronouncer of the Prayer) came to Abu Bakr and asked: Would you lead the Prayer in case I recite Iqamah (Call with which the Prayer begins)? He (Abu Bakr) said: Yes. He (the narrator) said: He (Abu Bakr) started (leading) the Prayer. The people were engaged in observing the Prayer when Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) happened to come there and made his way (through the people) till he stood in a row. The people began to clap (their hands), but Abu Bakr paid no heed (to it) in the Prayer. When the people clapped more vigorously, he (Abu Bakr) then paid heed and saw Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) there. (He was about to withdraw when) Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) signed to him to keep standing at his place. Abu Bakr lifted his hands and praised Allah for what Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had commanded him and then Abu Bakr withdrew himself till he stood in the midst of the row and Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) stepped forward and led the Prayer. When (the Prayer) was over, he (the Holy Prophet) asked: O Abu Bakr, what prevented you from standing (at that place) as I ordered you to do? Abu Bakr said: It is not the right of the son of Abu Quhafah to lead a Prayer attended by Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him). Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) asked (the people) around him: What is it that I saw you clapping so vigorously? (Behold) when anything happens in the Prayer, say: Subhan Allah, for when you would utter it, it would attract the attention, while clapping of hands is meant for women.


225 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Glorification of Allah is for men and clapping of hands is meant for women (if something happens in the Prayer).

226 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: One day Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) led the Prayer. Then he turned (towards his Companions) and asked: O you, man, why do you not say your Prayer well? Does the observer of the Prayer not see how he is performing it. He only performs the Prayer for himself? By Allah, I see behind me as I see in front of me.

227 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Perform bowing and prostration well. By Allah, I see you even if you are behind me, or he said: (I see you) behind my back when you bow or prostrate.

228 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Does the man, who lifts his head ahead of the Imam (from prostration), not fear that Allah may change his head into the head of an ass?

229 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Straighten your rows, for the straightening of a row is a part of the perfection of the Prayer.


230 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Complete the rows, for I can see you from behind my back.

231 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Establish rows in the Prayer, for the making of a row (straight) is one of the merits of the Prayer.

232 - Al-Nu'man bin Bashir, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I heard Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) say: Straighten your rows or Allah would create dissension among you.

233 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If the people were to know what excellence there is in the Adhan and in the first row, and they could not (get these opportunities) except by drawing lots, they would have definitely done that. And if they were to know what excellence lies in joining the Prayer in the first takbir, they would have vied with one another. And if they were to know what excellence is in the Night Prayer and Morning Prayer, they would have definitely come even if crawling (on their knees).

234 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: If you were to know, or if they were to know, what (excellence) lies in the first rows, there would have been drawing lots (for filling them).

235 - Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I saw men having tied (the ends) of their lower garments around their necks, like children, due to shortage of cloth and offering their Prayers behind the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). One of the proclaimers said: O womenfolk, do not lift your heads till men raise (theirs).

236 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: When the wife of anyone of you asks permission for going to the mosque, do not prevent her.

237 - It is reported that 'A'ishah, the wife of the Messenger of Allah, may Allah be pleased with her, said: If Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) had seen what new things the women have introduced (in their way of life) he would have definitely prevented them from going to the mosque, as the women of the Children of Israel were prevented. I asked to 'Amrah: Were the woman of the Children of Israel prevented from going to the mosque. She answered: Yes.

238 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The words of (Allah) Great and Glorious: And utter not thy Prayer loudly, nor be low in it were revealed as Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) was hiding himself in Mecca. Whenever he led his Companions in the Prayer he used to raise his voice (while reciting the) Qur'an. And when the polytheists heard that, they reviled the Qur'an and Him Who revealed it and him who brought it. Upon this Allah, the Exalted, said to His Messenger (may peace be upon him): Utter not thy Prayer so loudly that the polytheists may hear your recitation and (recite it) not so low that it may be inaudible to your Companions. Make them hear the Qur'an, but do not recite it loudly and seek a (middle) way between these Recite between loud and low tone.


239 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Regarding these words of (Allah) the Glorious and High are concerned: And utter not thy Prayer loudly, not be low in it They relate to supplication (du'a').

240 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: With regard to the words of Allah, Great and Glorious: Move not thy tongue therewith that when Gabriel brought revelation to him (the Holy Prophet), he moved his tongue and lips (with a view to committing it to memory instantly). This was something hard for him and it was visible (from his face). Then Allah, the Exalted, revealed this Move not thy tongue therewith to make haste (in memorizing it) Surely on Us rests the collecting of it and the reciting of it i.e. Verily it rests with Us that We would preserve it in your heart and (enable you) to recite it. You would recite it when We would recite it and so follow its recitation, and He (Allah) said: We revealed it, so listen to it attentively Verily its exposition rests with Us i.e. We would make it delivered by your tongue. "So when Gabriel came to him (to the Holy Prophet), he kept silence, and when he went away he recited as Allah had promised him."

241 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) neither recited the Qur'an to the Jinn nor did he see them. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) went out with some of his Companions with the intention of going to the bazaar of 'Ukazh. And (at that time) satans were prevented from getting news from the heaven, and they were flung with flames. So satans went back to their people who asked them: What has happened to you? They said: There have been created obstructions between us and the news from the heaven. And we were flung with flames. They said: It cannot happen but for some (important) event. So traverse the eastern parts of the earth and the western parts and find out what is that that created obstructions between us and the news from the heaven. So they went forth and traversed the eastern directions of the earth and its western directions. Some of them proceeded towards Tihamah. As the Prophet (PBUH) was leading his Companions in the Morning Prayer in a palm garden, they headed towards the bazaar of 'Ukazh. So when they heard the Qur'an, they listened to it attentively and said: It is this which has caused obstruction between us and news from the heaven. They went back to their people and said: O our people, We have heard a strange Qur'an which directs us to the right path; so we affirm our faith in it and we would never associate anyone with our Lord And Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, revealed to His Messenger Muhammad (may peace be upon him): Say: It has been revealed to me that a party of Jinn listened to it

242 - Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) led us in the Prayer and recited in the first two rak'ahs of the Noon and Afternoon Prayers surah Al-Fatihah and two (other) surahs. And he would sometimes recite loud enough for us the verses. He would prolong the first rak'ah more than the second. And he acted similarly in the Morning Prayer.

243 - Abu Barzah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) used to recite in the Morning Prayer from sixty to one hundred verses.

244 - Al-Bara', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: From the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) that while in a journey he performed the Night Prayer and recited in one of the two rak'ahs: "By the Fig and the Olive" (surah xcv.)

245 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: Mu'adh bin Jabal used to pray with the Messenger (may peace be upon him), then led his people in the Prayer. One night he performed the Night Prayer with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). He then came to his people and led them in the Prayer beginning with surah Al-Baqarah. A man turned aside, pronounced the Taslim (salutation for concluding the Prayer), then prayed alone and departed. The people asked to him: Have you become a hypocrite, so and so? He said: I swear by Allah that I have not, but I will certainly go to Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) and will inform (him) about this. He then came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: Messenger of Allah, we look after camels used for watering and work by day. Mu'adh performed the Night Prayer with you. He then came and began with surah Al-Baqarah. Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) then turned to Mu'adh and asked: O you Mu'adh, Are you there to (put the people) to trial? Recite such and recite (such and such a surah). Sufyan said: I said to 'Amr: Abu Al-Zubair reported from Jabir that he (the Holy Prophet) had recited: "By the Sun and its morning brightness" (surah xci.), "By brightness" (surah xciii.), "By the night when it spreads" (surah xcii.), and "Glorify the name of your most high Lord" (surah lxxxii.) 'Amr also narrated that but by different words.


246 - Abu Mas'ud Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: A person came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) and said: I keep away from the Morning Prayer on account of such and such (a man), because he keeps us so long. I never saw Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) more angry when giving an exhortation than he was that day. He said: O people, some of you are scaring people away, so whoever of you leads the people in the Prayer he must be brief, for behind him are the aged, the weak, and the people who have (urgent) business to attend.


247 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you leads the people in the Prayer, he should be brief, for among them are the young and the aged, the weak and the sick. But when one of you prays by himself, he may (prolong) as he likes.


248 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to be brief and perfect in the Prayer.


249 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) would listen to the crying of a lad in the company of his mother, in the Prayer, and he would recite a short surah or a small surah.


250 - Al-Bara' bin 'Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I noticed the Prayer of Muhammad (may peace be upon him) and saw his Qiam (standing), his bowing, and then going back to the standing posture after bowing, his prostration, his sitting between the two prostrations, and his prostration and sitting between salutation and going away, all these were nearly equal to one another.

251 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: While leading you in the Prayer I do not shorten anything in the Prayer. I pray as I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) leading us. He (Thabit) said: Anas used to do that which I do not see you doing; when he lifted his head from bowing he stood up (so long) that one would say: He has forgotten (to bow down in prostration). And when he lifted his head from prostration, he stayed in that position, till someone would say: He has forgotten (to bow down in prostration for the second sajdah).


252 - Al-Bara', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: They used to perform the Prayer behind the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). I never saw anyone bending his back at the time when he (the Holy Prophet) raised his head, till the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) placed his forehead on the ground. They then fell in prostration after him.

253 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) often said while bowing and prostrating himself: "Glory be to You, O Allah, our Lord, and praise be to You, O Allah, forgive me," thus complying with the (command in) the Qur'an.


254 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) had been commanded that he should prostrate on the seven (bones) and he was forbidden to fold back the hair and clothing.


255 - Anas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Observe moderation in prostration, and let none of you stretch out his forearms (on the ground) like a dog.


256 - 'Abdullah bin Malik bin Buhainah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: When the Prophet (may peace be upon him) prostrated, he spread out his arms so that the whiteness of his armpits was visible.


257 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: When the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) went out on the 'Id day, he ordered a spear be fixed in front of him, and he performed the Prayer towards its (direction), and the people were behind him. And he did it in the journey, and that is the reason why the Amirs carried it.


258 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to place his camel (towards the Ka'bah) and perform the Prayer in its direction.


259 - Abu Juhaifah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I came to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) in Mecca and he was (at that time) at Al-Abtah in a red leather tent. And Bilal stepped out with ablution water for him. (And what was left out of that water) some of them got it (whereas others could not get it) and (those who got it) rubbed themselves with it. Then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) stepped out with a red mantle on him and I was catching a glimpse of the whiteness of his shanks. The narrator said: He (the Holy Prophet) performed the ablution, and Bilal pronounced Adhan and I followed his mouth (as he turned) this side and that as he said on the right and the left: "Come to the Prayer, come to success". A spear was then fixed for him (on the ground). He stepped forward and performed two rak'ahs of Zhuhr, while there passed in front of him a donkey and a dog, and these were not checked. He then performed two rak'ahs of the 'Asr Prayer, and he then continued performing two rak'ahs till he came back to Medina.


260 - Ibn 'Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: I came riding on a she-ass, and I was on the threshold of maturity, and the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was leading people in the Prayer at Mina. I passed in front of the row and got down, and sent the she-ass for grazing and joined the row, and nobody made any objection to it.

261 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you prays he should not let anyone pass in front of him (if there is no sutrah), and should try to turn him away as far as possible, but if he refuses to go, he should turn him away forcibly for he is a devil.

262 - Abu Juhaim, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: If anyone who passes in front of a man who is praying knew the responsibility he incurs, he would stand still forty (years) rather than to pass in front of him. Abu Al-Nadr said: I do not know whether he said forty days or months or years.

263 - Sahl bin Sa'd Al-Sa'idi, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Between the place of worship where the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prayed and the wall, there was a gap through which a goat could pass.

264 - Salamah bin Al-Akwa', may Allah be pleased with him, reported: He sought the place (in the mosque) where the copies of the Qur'an were kept and glorified Allah there, and the narrator made a mention that the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sought that place and that was between the pulpit and the Qiblah, a place where a goat could pass.


265 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Prophet (may peace be upon him) used to pray at night while I lay interposed between him and the Qiblah like a corpse on the bier.


266 - Maimunah, the wife of the Messenger, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed the Prayer and I (lay) opposite to him while I was in menses. Sometimes his clothes touched me when he prostrated.


267 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: An inquirer asked the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) about the Prayer in a single garment. He (the Holy Prophet) asked: Has every one of you two garments?


268 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: None of you must pray in a single garment of which no part comes over his shoulders.


269 - 'Umar bin Abi Salamah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) praying in Umm Salamah's house in a single garment, placing its two ends over his shoulders.

270 - Jabir, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) praying in a single garment crossing the two ends.

271 - Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I asked: Messenger of Allah, which mosque was set up first on the earth? He said: Al-Masjid Al-Haram (the Sacred Mosque). I (again) asked: Then which next? He said: It was the Aqsa Mosque (Jerusalem mosque). I (again) asked: How long the space of time (between their setting up)? He (the Holy Prophet) said: It was forty years. Whenever the time comes for the Prayer, pray wherever you are, for that is a mosque.


272 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah Al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Prophet (may peace be upon him) said: I have been conferred upon five (things) which were not granted to anyone before me (and these are): Every Messenger was sent particularly to his own people, whereas I have been sent to all people, red and black, the spoils of war have been made lawful for me, and these were never made lawful for anyone before me, and the earth has been made sacred and pure and mosque for me, so whenever the time of the Prayer comes for anyone of you he should pray wherever he is, and I have been supported by awe (by which the enemy is overwhelmed) from the distance (which one takes) one month to cover and I have been granted intercession.

273 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: I have been given superiority over the other prophets in six respects: I have been given words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning; I have been helped by terror (in the hearts of enemies): spoils have been made lawful to me; the earth has been made for me clean and a place of worship; I have been sent to all mankind; and the line of prophets is closed with me.

274 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) came to Medina and stayed in the upper part of Medina for fourteen nights with a tribe called the Banu 'Amr bin 'Auf. He then sent for the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar, and they came with swords around their necks. He (the narrator) said: I perceive as if I am seeing the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) on his mount with Abu Bakr behind him and the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar around him till he alighted in the courtyard of Abu Aiyub. He (the narrator) said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) performed the Prayer when the time came for the Prayer, and he prayed in the fold of goats and sheep. He then ordered the mosque to be built and sent the chiefs of the Banu Al-Najjar, and they came (to him). He (the Holy Prophet) said to them: O Banu Al-Najjar, sell these lands of yours to me. They said: No, by Allah, we would not demand their price, but (reward) from the Lord. Anas said: There (in these lands) were trees and graves of the polytheists, and ruins. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) ordered that the trees should be cut, and the graves should be dug out, and the ruins should be leveled. The trees (were thus) placed in rows towards the Qiblah and the stones were set on both sides of the door, and (while building the mosque) they (the Companions) sang rajaz verses along with the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him): O Allah, there is no good but that of the Hereafter, so help the Ansar and the Muhajirin.

275 - Al-Bara' bin 'Azib, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: I performed the Prayer with the Messenger (may peace be upon him) turning towards Bait Al-Maqdis for sixteen months till this verse of surah Al-Baqarah was revealed: And wherever you are turn your faces towards it This verse was revealed when the Messenger (may peace be upon him) had already performed the Prayer. A person among his people passed by the people of Ansar as they were engaged in the Prayer. He narrated to them (this command of Allah) and they turned their faces towards the Ka'bah.


276 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: As the people were praying at Quba' a man came to them and said: It has been revealed to the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) during the night and he has been directed to turn towards the Ka'bah. So turn towards it. Their faces were towards Syria and they turned round towards Ka'bah.

277 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: Umm Habibah and Umm Salamah made a mention before the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) of a church which they had seen in Abyssinia and which had pictures in it. The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When a pious person among them (among the religious groups) dies they build a place of worship on his grave, and then decorate it with such pictures. They would be the worst of creatures on the Day of Judgment in the sight of Allah.


278 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said during his illness from which he never recovered: Allah cursed the Jews and the Christians that they took the graves of their prophets as mosques. She ('A'ishah) reported: Had it not been so, his (Prophet's) grave would have been in an open place, but it could not be, due to the fear that it may not be taken as a mosque.


279 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Let Allah destroy the Jews for they have taken the graves of their Messengers as places of worship.

280 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: As the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) was about to breathe his last, he drew his sheet upon his face and when he felt uneasy, he uncovered his face and said in this very state: Let there be curse upon the Jews and the Christians that they have taken the graves of their Messengers as places of worship. He in fact warned (his men) against what they (the Jews and the Christians) did.

281 - 'Uthman bin 'Affan's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. It is reported: He said when he listened to the opinion of the people (which was not favorable) when he rebuilt the mosque of the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him). Thereupon he said: You have not been fair to me for I have heard the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) say: He who built a mosque for Allah, the Exalted, Allah would build for him a house in Paradise. Bukair said: I think he (the Holy, Prophet) said: While he seeks the pleasure of Allah (by building the mosque).

282 - Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Mus'ab bin Sa'd said: I performed the Prayer by the side of my father. When I bowed, I intertwined my fingers and placed them between my knees. Thereupon my father said to me: Place your palms upon your knees. Then I did the same for the second time. He (my father) struck my hands and said: We were forbidden to do that; but we were commanded to place palms on knees.


283 - 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to greet the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) while he was engaged in the Prayer and he would respond to our greeting. But when we returned from the land of the Negus we greeted him and he did not respond to us; so we said: Messenger of Allah, we used to greet you when you were engaged in the Prayer and you would respond to us. He replied: the Prayer demands whole attention.

284 - Zaid bin Arqam, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: We used to talk while engaged in the Prayer and a person talked with a companion on his side in the Prayer till (this verse) was revealed: And stand before Allah in devout obedience and were commanded to observe silence (in the Prayer) and were forbidden to speak.


285 - Jabir bin 'Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent me on an errand. I (having done the business assigned to me, came back and) joined him as he was going (on a mount). Qutaibah said that the Prophet performed the Prayer while he rode. I greeted him. He gestured to me. When he completed the Prayer, he called me and said: You greeted me just now while I was engaged in the Prayer. (Qutaibah said): His (Prophet's face) was towards the east, as he was praying.

286 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: A highly wicked one among the Jinn escaped yesternight to interrupt my Prayer, but Allah gave me power over him, so I seized him and intended to tie him to one of the pillars of the mosque in order that you, all together or all, might look at him, but I remembered the supplication of my brother Sulaiman: My Lord, forgive me, give me such a kingdom as will not be possible for anyone after me Then Allah turned the Jinn in a state of disappointment.


287 - Abu Qatadah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) used to perform the Prayer while carrying Umamah, daughter of Zainab, daughter of Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him), whose father is Abu Al-'As bin Al-Rabi'. When he stood up, he took her up and when he prostrated he put her down.

288 - Sahl bin Sa'd, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: Some people came to Sahl bin Sa'd and began to differ about the wood of which the (Prophet's) pulpit was made. He (Sahl bin Sa'd) said: By Allah, I know of which wood it is made and who made it, and the first day I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) seated himself on it. I said to him: O Abu 'Abbas, (nickname of Sahl bin Sa'd), narrate to us (all these facts). He said: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) sent a person to a woman asking her to allow her slave, a carpenter, to work on woods (to prepare a pulpit) so that I should talk to the people (sitting on it). Abu Hazim said: He (Sahl bin Sa'd) pointed out the name of (that lady) that day. So he (the carpenter) made (a pulpit) with these three steps. Then the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) commanded it to be placed here (where it is lying now). It was fashioned out of the wood of Al-Ghabah. And I saw the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) standing upon it and glorifying Allah and the people also glorified Allah after him, while he was on the pulpit. He then raised (his head from prostration) and stepped back (on his heels) till he prostrated himself at the base of pulpit, and then returned (to the former place and this movement of one or two steps continued), till the Prayer was complete. He then turned towards the people and said: O people, I have done it so that you should follow me and learn (my mode of) the Prayer.


289 - Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) forbade keeping one's hand on one's waist while praying.


290 - Mu'aiqib, may Allah be pleased with him, quoted: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) mentioned the removal of pebbles from the ground where he prostrated himself. He (the Prophet) said: If you must do so, do it only once.


291 - 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw spittle on the wall towards the Qiblah (Face Direction in the Prayer). He scratched it off and then turned to the people saying: When any one of you prays, he must not spit in front of him, for Allah is in front of him when he is engaged in the Prayer.

292 - Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw sputum sticking to the Qiblah of the mosque. He scratched it off with a pebble and then forbade spitting on the right side or in front, but (it is permissible) to spit on the left side or under the left foot.

293 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) saw spittle, or snout or sputum, sticking to the wall towards the Qiblah and scratched it off.


294 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When anyone of you is engaged in the Prayer, he is holding intimate conversation with his Lord, so none of you must spit in front of him, or towards his right side, but towards his left side under his foot.

295 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: Spitting in a mosque is a sin, and its expiation is that it should be buried.

296 - Anas bin Malik's Hadith, may Allah be pleased with him. Sa'id bin Yazid Al-Azdi reported: I asked Anas bin Malik: Did the Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) pray while putting on the shoes? He said: Yes.

297 - 'A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) prayed in a garment which had designs over it, so he (the Holy Prophet) said: Take it to Abu Jahm and bring me a plain blanket from him, because its designs have distracted me.

298 - Anas bin Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When the supper is brought and the Night Prayer begins, one should first have food.

299 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said: When the supper is served to anyone of you and the Prayer also begins, (in such a case) first take supper, and do not make haste (for the Prayer) till you have (taken the food).

300 - Ibn 'Umar, may Allah be pleased with them, reported: The Messenger of Allah (may peace be upon him) said during the battle of Khaibar: He who eats of this plant, i.e. garlic, should not come to the mosques.

